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Introduction 
Highland Township wishes to improve the quality of 
life for the Township’s existing and future residents 
by ensuring that adequate recreation facilities and 
programs are available.  The Highland Charter 
Township Recreation Plan articulates a vision for 
parks and recreation, providing a guide for recreation 
planning and development over the next five years.  
Once adopted, the Plan is the official document to be 
used by the community to guide decisions regarding 
parks and recreation.  

What the Plan Contains 
The Highland Charter Township Recreation Plan 
follows the format suggested by the Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) in the 
Guidelines for the Development of Community Park, 
Recreation, Open Space and Greenway Plans (IC 1924, 
revised 3/19/2015).  It begins with a brief overview of 
the Plan, as well as a Description of the Planning 
Process which was used to develop the Plan.   The 
next chapter provides a Community Description 
with information on both the social and physical 
characteristics of the community.  The Township’s 
Administrative Structure is described next, 
including information on funding and budget.  A 
detailed Recreation Inventory, which follows, 
describes the existing parks and recreational facilities 
of the Township as well as regional and state facilities.  
The Public Participation portion of the Plan 
presents the input received from local officials, staff, 
and Township residents, which helped in formulating 
the Plan’s Goals and Objectives.  The Action 
Program then provides an action plan and strategies 
for implementation.  Finally, the Supporting 
Documents include the resolution and notices 
documenting the Plan’s adoption by the Highland 
Township Board of Trustees. 

 

 

 

 

Planning Process 
The process used to create the Plan consists of three 
phases:  1. background studies; 2. evaluation; and 3. 
plan development: 

1. Background Studies.  This phase involved 
gathering and updating data from census data, 
existing documents, plans, and field observations.  
The data is organized into two main categories:  
community description and recreation inventory. 

2. Evaluation.  The second phase in the planning 
process evaluated and analyzed the data 
compiled to determine recreation facility 
deficiencies and needs.  Public input to assess 
recreational needs was also sought at this level.  
A written survey and a public meeting were 
conducted to receive residents’ opinions and 
ideas for the park and recreation system.  Input 
from Township officials and the members of the 
Parks and Recreation Committee. 

3. Plan Development.  The last phase in the 
process involves plan development and adoption.  
Based on the deficiencies and needs, goals and 
objectives were formulated and a specific action 
plan developed.  Strategies to implement the 
Plan are also discussed. 

The following diagram illustrates the planning process 
and how it corresponds to the MDNR’s suggested 
format described earlier. 

 MDNR Suggested Format 
  
Background 
Studies 

x Description of Planning 
Process 

 x Community Description 
 x Administrative Structure 
 x Recreation Inventory 
  

Evaluation x Needs Assessment and 
Public Participation 

  
Plan 
Development x Goals and Objectives 
 x Action Program 
 x Supporting Documents 
 

 



` Highland Charter Township Recreation Plan 

 

` Page 2 

This Recreation Plan was developed with input from 
local officials, staff, and residents.  A questionnaire 
was posted on the Township’s web-site, and a public 
meeting was also conducted to encourage 
participation and generate ideas for improving the 
community’s parks and recreation system.  Input 
from local officials and members of the Parks and 
Recreation Committee were also used.  The Plan was 
recommended for adoption at the Committee’s 
meeting of February 2, 2016.  The Plan was adopted 
by the Township Board of Trustees on February 10, 
2016, following a public hearing.  The Plan was also 
available for public review and comment at the 
Township Offices for one month prior to the public 
hearing. 

This Plan will be used as a guide for improving 
recreation opportunities for the five-year period of 
2016 to 2020.   If additional actions are necessary 
prior to the expiration of this Plan, the Township will 
amend the Plan and justify the additional actions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Highland Station Park 
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Community 
Description 
This section of the Plan describes many of the area’s 
natural and built features, as well as a description of 
the community’s population characteristics.  The 
purpose is to provide users of the Plan with an 
overview of the physical features and demographic 
trends of the Township, and provide a basis for the 
plan by identifying the unique features and 
opportunities the community has to offer. 

Regional Setting 
Highland Township is located in western Oakland 
County.  The Township is bordered by Rose 
Township to the north, White Lake Township to the 
east, Milford Township to the south, and Livingston 
County’s Hartland Township to the west.   The 
Township is 45 miles northwest of Detroit, 35 miles 
south of Flint, 50 miles east of Lansing, and 30 miles 
north of Ann Arbor.  M-59, a major east/west local 
access highway bisects the community, giving 
residents access to US 23 to the west and the more 
urbanized areas of southeast Michigan to the east.  

Figure 1: Regional Overview 

 

Oakland County is in southeast Michigan and is 
bordered by the counties of Lapeer to the north, 

Macomb to the east, Wayne to the south, and 
Livingston to the west.  Oakland County is in the 
Southeast Michigan Council of Governments 
(SEMCOG) region.  SEMCOG is the regional planning 
agency that conducts planning studies and maintains a 
comprehensive database of information about each 
community it serves.  It is a source for some of the 
population and land use related data included in this 
report. 

History of the Community 
Rufus and Jesse Tenny traveling west from Rochester, 
New York, during 1832 were among the first settlers 
within the present Highland Township boundaries.  
Three years later in 1835 by act of the Michigan 
Territorial Legislature, Highland Township was 
officially established.  The name “Highland” was 
derived from the Township’s topographic 
characteristic of having the highest elevations relative 
to surrounding lands throughout Oakland County. 

At the time of Highland Township’s official 
establishment in 1835, then Michigan Governor Lewis 
Cass encouraged sale of lands located in Oakland 
County.  Such land sales required cash from all 
purchasers at $1.25 per acre, and offered many 
desirable resources in the form of lakes, springs, 
streams and marshes, the latter providing winter hay 
for livestock.  Sales were brisk, and a large measure 
of Township public land sold off by 1840. 

The early Highland inhabitants like other settlers of 
their era constructed initial dwellings from logs, this 
material being abundantly available from land clearing 
operations.  Although cleared land was fertile for 
raising crops, the glacial soil structure produced 
unwanted quantities of stones severely challenging to 
these early farmers’ strength and implements.  On 
the positive side, stones removed from fields were in 
some cases utilized for building both residences and 
barns.  A number of these stone structures remain 
today particularly those with stone and mortar 
“Michigan basements.” 

The first town meeting was held in 1835 with 22 
residents in attendance, and records show that one 
year later a total of $28 was expended in support of 
Highland Township’s first year of expenses.  The 
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initial school building was a two-room building 
constructed of logs in 1834, and served as a place for 
these early town meetings together with school 
classes and religious observances.  The original log 
school house was located on the 240-acre Tenny 
farm settled in 1832 within Section 31 of the 
Township. 

Native Americans inhabiting the area during these 
early years of development camped on land situated 
on the east side of Section 34 and were recorded as 
generally peaceful.  Trails at that time were common 
throughout the Township.  The principal trail in the 
Township was the Shiawassee Trail that entered 
Highland near the southeast corner of Section 35, and 
ran northwest where it intersected the Walled Lake 
Trail, a branch of the main Grand River Trail to the 
south.   

Highland Township settlers were primarily farmers; 
however, manufacturing interests developed in the 
form of shops, blacksmiths, sawmills and grist mills, 
the latter being powered by water from the area’s 
streams.  By 1867, a former water-powered sawmill 
was converted to a pickle and vinegar works which 
by 1885 was producing 1,400 gallons of vinegar per 
day.  The plant also manufactured and shipped out 
large quantities of pickles processed from cucumbers 
grown on surrounding Township farms.  Reputed to 
be one of the largest pickle factories in Michigan, the 
plant ceased operations when destroyed by fire in 
1896. 

In 1871, the first train steamed through Highland 
Township and “Highland Station” as a village within 
parts of Sections 22 and 27 was platted.  The 
railroad’s impact on the Township produced 
accelerated growth both in farming and 
manufacturing, transporting settler’s produce to 
Detroit markets and returning with “store-type 
goods.” 

Throughout the 173 years since its establishment in 
1835, Highland Township has generally remained an 
agricultural community.  During recent years, 
however, following the region’s continuing reduction 

in small or family-owned farms, large tracts of former 
cropland together with Highland’s desirable lake-front 
property have been developed into single family 
subdivisions.  Related commercial support 
development has also accompanied housing 
construction particularly along the M-59/Milford Road 
corridors running east/west and north/south 
respectively through the Township. 

 

Historic Resources 
There are two historic sites identified on the 
Michigan Register of Historic Places in the Township.  
The Highland United Methodist Church, later known 
as the Highland Township Station House, which is 
located at 205 W. Livingston Road.  It currently 
houses Senior Center activities and other community 
groups such as the Huron Valley Council of the Arts 
and the Huron Valley Youth Baseball and Softball 
League.  Michigan listed the site in 1981, and received 
its national designation in the same year.  The historic 
marker was erected in 1988.  The second site is the 
Stone Rowe House.  This site received its State 
designation in 1974, its national designation in 1975, 
the same year a historical marker was erected.  The 
Stone Rowe House is located at 2360 Lone Tree 
Road. 

In addition to unique historic resources, The National 
Trust’s Main Street Revitalization Program has 
recognized Highland Township’s downtown (Highland 
Station) as the first Horse-Friendly downtown 
through Oakland County’s Main Street Program.  In 
addition, the Township was recognized as Michigan’s 
first Equestrian Community by the State of Michigan 
in 2006.   
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Social Characteristics 
This section identifies the Township’s population 
characteristics.  Highland Township’s population 
characteristics are different from Michigan’s or 
Oakland County’s in a number of ways that may 
influence the recreational needs of the community.  
The following is a description of these characteristics 
and the impact they may have on recreation. 

Population Trends and Projections 

Between 2000 and 2010, Highland Township’s 
population increased by 0.06%.  This represents a 
numeric increase of 11 residents.  During the same 
period, Oakland County’s population increased by 
0.6% or 7,206 residents, and Southeast Michigan’s 
population decreased by 2.7%, or 128,559 residents.   

Table 1 Population 

 H
ig

hl
an

d 
T

ow
ns

hi
p 

O
ak

la
nd

 
C

ou
nt

y 

So
ut

he
as

t 
M

ic
hi

ga
n 

(S
EM

C
O

G
) 

2000 19,191 1,194,156 4,833,368 

2010 19,202 1,202,362 4,704,809 

2040 
Projection 18,382* 1,230,755* 4,742,086* 

*Reflects projection for 2040. 
Source: 2000 and 2010 U.S. Census; SEMCOG Community Profile. 
 

The Township’s population is projected to decrease 
by 4.3% by the year 2040, while the County’s 
population is projected to only increase by 2.4%.   
This reflects Michigan’s growing aging population.  In 
turn, the priorities focusing on recreational 
opportunities will shift to older adult activities.   

Southeast Michigan’s population increase is projected 
to be slightly larger than both the County and the 
Township’s, at 0.8% by 2040.  In fact, compared to 
the rest of the Country, the U.S. Census Bureau 
noted Michigan is the only state in the union to lose 
population between 2000 and 2010.  While this is due 
to the economic crisis of the 2000’s, the Michigan 
Department of Management and Budget has also 

reported that this reflects continued low birth rates 
and higher levels of out migration.   

Population Characteristics 

The following table illustrates the age distribution of 
Township residents, and how that distribution has 
changed since 2000.   

Table 2 Age 
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Under 5 967  (5.0%) -28.1% 
5-9 1,321  (6.9%) -12.2% 
10-14 1,468  (7.6%) -13.3% 
15-19 1,418  (7.4%) -6.1% 
20-24 909  (4.7%) -2.3% 
25-34 1,699  (8.8%) -28.9% 
35-44 2,754  (14.3%) -24.9% 
45-54 3,677  (19.1%) +23.0% 
55-64 2,809  (14.6%) +61.2% 
65-84 2,011  (10.5%) +56.9% 
85+ 169  (0.9%) +49.6% 
Total 19,202  
Median Age 42.0 +6.4 years 

Source: 2010 U.S. Census; SEMCOG Community Profile. 
 

The data shows the population is aging.  The median 
age in the Township in 1990 was 30.6 years.  In 2000, 
the median age was 4.8 years older, or 35.4 years, 
and in 2010 has reached 42.0 years. 

The number of children in the Township age 19 and 
under has decreased by 14.5%, and the number of 
older adults age 65 and up has increased by 56.2%.  
Another large change is in the 35-39 year old 
category, with a 33.3% decrease.   

Looking forward, the age distribution continues to 
shift to an older mix of residents.  Based upon the 
2010 census data presented, the 65 and older 
population encompasses 11.4% of the current 
population where they only represented 7.3% of the 
Township’s 2000 population. 
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Table 3 Age Projection 
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Under 5 +11.0% 
5-17 -26.2% 
18-34 +5.4% 
35-64 -27.0% 
Age 65+ +110.5% 

Source: SEMCOG 2040 Regional Development Forecast. 
 
 

The table below illustrates other general population 
characteristics of Township residents.   

Table 4 General Characteristics 
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Gender 
Male (%) 9,633  (50%) -1.5% 
Female (%) 9,569  (50%) +1.7% 
Race 
White 18,370  (35.7%) -0.8% 
Black 74  (0.4%) +.1% 
American Indian and 
Alaska Native 57  (0.3%) -3.6% 

Asian or 
Pacific Islander 97  (0.5%) +3.1% 

Other  78  (0.4%) +62.5% 
More than one race 204  (1.1%) -10.9% 

Source: 2010 U.S. Census; SEMCOG Community Profile. 
 

 

 

 

 

Household Information 

Consistent with the modest rise in population, the 
number of households and housing units has also 
slightly risen since 2000, and is projected to level off 
and slightly decrease into the future.  Also consistent 
with an aging population, families with children have 
decreased since 2000 (-17.2%), contrasted with a 
significant rise in families without children (22.6%).   

Another regional trend that is impacting the 
Township is the number of people living in each 
household.  Highland Township, as the region, is 
seeing a reduction in the number of people living 
together.  More people are living alone, and 
household size has shrunk due partly to fewer 
children in the community overall. 

Table 5 Household Characteristics 
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Number of 
Households 7,125 +5.0% +7.0% 

Number of 
Housing 
Units 

7,688 +7.1% n.a. 

Families 
with 
Children 

2,457  (34.5%) -17.0% n.a. 

Families 
without 
Children 

3,284  (46.1%) +22.6% n.a. 

n.a.: not available. 
Source: 2010 U.S. Census; SEMCOG Community Profile. 
 

Table 6 Persons per Household 
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40
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Persons per 
Household 2.69 2.69 2.41 

Source: 2010 U.S. Census; SEMCOG Community Profile. 
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Population with Physical Disabilities 

The 2010 Census data did not collect any information 
regarding disability in the Township. 

However, the 2000 Census did gather such data.  
This Census gathered information on six groups of 
disabilities for different age groups.  The six disability 
groups include sensory, physical, mental, self-care, go-
outside-home, and employment disabilities.  The most 
relevant condition to a recreation plan is a physical 
disability.  The following table recognizes the total 
number of Township residents that have any type of 
disability, and how many of these represent a physical 
disability.  The special needs of these people should 
be considered when planning for parks and recreation 
facilities and programs. 

 

Table 7 Population with Disabilities 
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Population Age 5-15 
Population Sample 264 
Population with a Physical Disability 20 (7.5%) 
Population Age 16-64 
Population Sample 2,862 
Population with a Physical Disability 717 (25.0%) 
Population Age 65 and Over 
Population Sample 1,061 
Population with a Physical Disability 372 (35.0%) 
Source: 2000 U.S. Census. 
 

Socio-Economic Characteristics 
Highland Township enjoyed an almost 50% rise in 
median household income between 1990 and 2000, 
only to see a 17% decrease between 2000 and 2010.  
This trend was experienced by all communities to 
one degree or another due to the economic 
downturn at the end of the previous decade.  

Table 8 Median Household Income (2010 
Dollars)    
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2000 $54,251 $51,752 $31,030 

2010 $68,227 $66,390 $44,667 

Households 
in Poverty 7.8% 8.5% 13.0% 

Source: 2010 U.S. Census; SEMCOG Community Profile. 
 

According to U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, the July-
August 2015 unemployment rate for Oakland County 
was 5.7%, and 5.1% for the State.  The largest 
employment sectors in the Township are education, 
health and social services (20.2%); manufacturing 
(18.8%); and professional scientific, and management 
and administrative and waste management services 
(11.3%). 

 

 

 



` Charter Township of Highland Recreation Plan 

 

` Page 8 

Table 9 Employment by Industrial Class 
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Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting 
and mining 12 (0.1%) 

Construction 919 (9.9%) 

Manufacturing 1,742 (18.8%) 

Wholesale trade 227 (2.5%) 

Retail trade 970 (10.5%) 

Transportation and warehousing, and 
utilities 312 (3.4%) 

Information 155 (1.7%) 

Finance, insurance, real estate, and rental 
and leasing 507 (5.5%) 

Professional, scientific, management, 
administrative, and waste management 
services 

1,051 (11.3%) 

Education, health and social services 1,868 (20.2%) 

Arts, entertainment, recreation, 
accommodation and food services 586 (6.3%) 

Other services 579 (6.3%) 

Public administration 334 (3.6%) 

Source: 2009-2013 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates 
 

Physical Characteristics 
This section of the Plan describes the area’s natural 
and built features.  Since recreation activities are so 
closely related to physical features, the purpose of 
this information is to provide users of the Plan with 
an overview of the Township’s physical opportunities 
and constraints. 

 

 

 

 

Climate 

Weather influences the types of recreation that an 
area can support.  Highland Township, like the rest of 
Michigan, experiences seasonal changes, which means 
the area can support a variety of recreational 
activities ranging from outdoor swimming in the 
summer to sledding in the winter.  Generally, January 
is the coldest month of the year with an average 
temperature of 23.0° F, and July is the warmest 
month of the year with an average temperature of 
71.0° F.  January has the highest average snowfall with 
11.9 inches.  Snow generally falls in seven of the 
twelve months of the year.  June has the highest 
average precipitation rate with 3.12 inches and 
February has the lowest average with 1.55 inches.  
Prevailing winds are from the southwest. 

Table 10 Temperature and Precipitation 

Month Average Daily 
Temperature 

Precipitation (Inches) 

Average Average 
Snowfall 

January 23.0 1.52 11.9 
February 25.2 1.55 9.3 
March 33.9 2.13 7.5 
April 47.0 2.78 2.4 
May 58.4 2.83 Trace 
June 68.1 3.12 0 
July 72.1 2.52 0 
August 70.4 3.07 0 
September 63.2 3.00 0 
October 52.8 2.10 0.2 
November 39.3 2.47 3.7 
December 27.7 2.19 9.9 

Annual 48.4 29.28 44.9 
Source: USDA; weather.com; noaa.gov. 
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Topography and Soils 

Nearly all of the hills and lakes in Oakland County 
were formed during the retreat of the glaciers, 
approximately 14,000 years ago.   

Like much of Oakland County, Highland Township is 
relatively flat, but has many areas with rolling 
topography.  Elevations range from a low of 950 feet 
above mean sea level in Section 36 to a high of 1,100 
feet in Section 2, 5, 6, 7, 16, 18 and 21. 

Soils information can be used to compare the 
suitability of large areas for general land uses.  Soils 
across the Township fall into four broad categories.  
These categories are named after the major soils 
existing in each area. 

1) Riddles-Marlette-Houghton:  These soils are 
nearly level to steep, well drained, moderately well-
drained and poorly drained, have a loamy and mucky 
texture and are present on moraines, till plains and in 
bogs.  This soil category is found in the northern 
quarter of the Township, as well as in a small section 
of the Township’s southwest corner.  The upland 
soils (Riddles and Marlette) are suited for cropland 
and pasture, or building site development and septic 
tank absorption fields, but slow permeability and 
slope of these soils could be a limitation.  The 
Houghton soils, or muck soils, generally occur in 
wetlands and are not suitable for building sites, septic 
fields or other development uses.  

2) Fox-Oshtemo-Houghton: This soils category 
includes soils that are nearly level to hilly, well 
drained and very poorly drained, are a loamy, sandy 
and mucky texture, and appear on outwash plains, 
moraines, beach ridges and in bogs.  This soil 
category is found on the western boundary of the 
Township, as well as through the Township’s 
northern half.  A small section of the Township’s 
southwestern corner also contains this soil category.  
The Fox and Oshtemo (upland) soils are suited for 
woodland, wildlife habitat, building sites and septic 
tank absorption fields.  However, they could be 
limited by slope or poor filtering capacity.  The 
Houghton (muck) soils are found in wetlands and not 
suitable for development.  

3) Oshtemo-Spinks-Houghton: This soil category 
is on nearly level to steep landscape features, is well 
drained and very poorly drained, and is sandy and 
mucky in texture.  They are located on outwash 
plains, beach ridges, and moraines and in bogs.  This 
soil category is found in the central portion of the 
Township, as well as throughout the southern half of 
the community.  The Oshtemo and Spinks (upland) 
soils are generally used for woodland, wildlife habitat, 
and parks, as well as building sites and septic systems.  
However, poor filtering capacity could be a limiting 
factor.  The Houghton (muck) soils are found in 
wetlands and are not suitable for development. 

4) Urban Land-Spinks-Oshtemo: Urban land soils 
are so disturbed that their natural characteristics 
have been permanently altered.  The Spinks-Oshtemo 
soils are on nearly level to rolling terrain, are well 
drained sandy soils found on outwash plains, beach 
ridges and moraines.  This soil category is located in 
the center of the Township, to the community’s 
eastern boundary.  The developed portions of this 
soil category are used for residential and commercial 
land uses.  The undeveloped Spinks and Oshtemo 
soils are suitable for woodlands, playgrounds, parks 
and wildlife habitat, as well as new building sites and 
septic absorption fields. 

 

 



` Charter Township of Highland Recreation Plan 

 

` Page 10 

Water Resources 

 

Watersheds 

Highland Township is rich in water resources.  It is 
within the watersheds of two main river systems – 
the Huron River and the Shiawassee River.  A 
“watershed” is an area of land that drains to a river, 
stream or other waterbody.  The Huron river 
watershed covers the eastern half and northwest 
corner of the Township (19,076 acres), while the 
Shiawassee River watershed covers the remaining 
portions of the Township (4,076 acres).  Watershed 
and sub-watershed boundaries are shown on the 
Natural Features map on page 11 of this report. 

Since 2000, the Federal Clean Water Act has 
required communities to apply for and receive a 
stormwater permit to discharge stormwater runoff 
from developed areas into waters of the State.  
Stormwater is the main cause of “non-point source 
pollution”, or pollution that cannot be traced to a 
particular discharge such as an industrial or 
wastewater treatment plan.  Rainfall or snowmelt 
moving over and through the ground picks up and 
carries pollutants to lakes, rivers, and wetlands, or 
even to underground sources of drinking water.  
Pollutants often found in stormwater runoff are 
numerous and include phosphorus and nitrogen, dirt 
and sediments, oils/greases, vehicle lubricants, 
herbicides and insecticides, metals and garbage.  

Highland Township received its stormwater permit in 
2005 after completing a watershed management plan 
for the Kent Lake Subwatershed of the Huron River.  
This watershed management plan has implications for 
recreation planning in the Township because parks 
and other areas used for recreation can contribute to 
stormwater pollution, or be models of how land 
development should occur to protect water 
resources.  Protecting water resources means clean 
drinking water supplies, property values, healthy 
wildlife habitats, and economic advantages derived 
from water-based recreation such as fishing, 
swimming and other activities. 

The Kent Lake Watershed Management Plan 
identified several problems occurring in this 
watershed: 

1) Phosphorus loading from over fertilization of 
lawns, sedimentation from construction and 
development, and failing septic systems can cause 
algae blooms in lakes, which reduces dissolved 
oxygen and threatens fish and other aquatic 
organisms. 

2) Nitrogen loading from human (failing septic 
systems) and animal waste, decomposing organic 
matter and runoff from fertilizers also cause algae 
blooms in lakes. 

3) Suspended sediments carry absorbed 
phosphorus and decrease dissolved oxygen levels in 
waterbodies.  Sources of suspended sediments 
include runoff from disturbed land (construction 
activities and impervious surfaces such as roads and 
rooftops), poorly operating wastewater treatment 
plans, and erosion from stream banks. 

4) Dissolved oxygen is depleted by excessive plant 
growth.  As the plants die and start to decompose, 
they use up the oxygen in the water.  In turn, this 
suffocates desirable fish, plants and other aquatic 
organisms vital to a healthy lake.  As described above, 
excessive plant growth can be caused by increased 
levels of phosphorus and nitrogen coming from 
stormwater runoff and failing septic systems. 

Because a key goal of the Kent Lake Subwatershed 
Management Plan is to restore water bodies for all 
recreation activities, including fishing and swimming, 
management and development of Township-owned 
recreation lands can be a part of the solution by 
implementing the following actions.   

1) Protect existing wetlands in Township parks. 

2) Provide riparian (lake/stream/wetland) buffers 
between developed areas of parks and water 
resources. 
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3) Regularly review maintenance practices of turf in 
Township parks to minimize the use of phosphorus. 

4) Provide interpretive signage in parks that explains 
the Township’s management techniques that protect 
water resources. 

5) Educate residents about sensitive water features 
through recreation programs that increase their 
knowledge about how they can better protect water 
quality. 

Lakes, Streams, and Wetlands 

Highland Township has nearly two dozen lakes within 
its boundaries.  These lakes have attracted residents 
to the area for both desirable residential settings and 
water-based active and passive recreation.  The lakes 
cover approximately 1,682 acres, or 7.2 percent of 
the Township’s land area.   
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The following table lists the lakes and location within 
the Township: 

Table 11 Lakes 

 Lo
ca

tio
n 

(S
ec

tio
n)

 

White Lake 12,13 
Duck Lake 11, 12, 14 

Lower Pettibone Lake 27, 34 
Knoblok Lake 3 
Dunham Lake 18, 19 
Upper Pettibone Lake 10, 15 
Moore Lake 34 
Grass Lake 13 
Leonard Lake 14,15 
Woodruff Lake 9 
Rowe Lake 32 
Waterbury Lake 23 
Harvey Lake 15 
Highland Lake 17 
Alderman Lake 14, 23 
Pickerel Lake 27 
Peninsula Lake 10 
Downey Lake 22 
Murray Lake 8 
Charlick Lake 9 
Tomahawk Lake 9 
Gourd Lake 9 
Kellogg Lake 8,9 
Taggett Lake 8,9 
Middle Lake  
Huff Lake 15 
Winegar Lake (WMP)  
Total # Lakes 28 

 

Many of the lakes throughout the Township are 
connected to one another by streams that drain one 
lake into another.  For example, the Pettibone Lake 
complex creates a chain of lakes that drains into 
Milford Township.   

Associated with streams and lakes are 1,711 acres of 
floodplains across the Township.  Floodplains 
provide important storage areas for flood waters 

that occur after a large rain event, and during the 
spring high water season.  Preserving floodplains 
helps to protect property and human life by limiting 
the flood hazards in built areas of the community.  
Floodplains are shown on the Natural Features Map 
on page 11. 

The Township also has significant wetland resources, 
which are mainly located in association with its lakes 
and streams.  Wetlands cover a total of 1,861 acres 
of land within the Township, and are categorized as 
Emergent wetlands (661 acres), Forested wetlands 
(478 acres), and Scrub-Shrub wetlands (722 acres).  
These categories correspond to the vegetation 
growing in each wetland.  Emergent wetlands are 
dominated by herbaceous plants, such as cattails and 
reeds; forested wetlands are dominated by large 
trees; and scrub-shrub wetlands are dominated by 
lower growing shrubs.  These resources are shown 
on the Natural Features Map on page 11.  Wetlands 
are beneficial because they store stormwater runoff, 
and treat this runoff by allowing sediments to settle 
out of the water, and absorbing pollutants through 
wetland plants.  They are also key to the life cycle of 
many species of wildlife. 

Important Habitats 

In 2000, Highland Township participated in a study 
conducted by the Michigan Natural Feature 
Inventory staff to identify important habitats within 
the Township.  This study, called the Shiawassee and 
Huron Resource Preservation Project (S&H), identified 
18 different areas of the Township that had high 
quality environmental resources.  Each site was 
ranked using a point system of eleven possible 
points, based on five criteria: intactness, upland and 
wetland complexes, riparian corridors, significant 
forested tracts, and potential for restoration.   

The top ranked site (with 11 points) was the Haven 
Hill Complex, located in Highland Recreation Area.  
Second and third ranked sites, with nine points, 
were the Pettibone Lake Complex and the Alderman 
Lake Complex.  These areas are vital habitats and 
should be considered for targeted protection 
practices.  These areas are shown on page 15. 
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Vegetation 

Oakland County lies in a deciduous forest zone in 
which the primary forest type is Beech and Maple.  
These plants prefer a deep organic soil that has 
plenty of moisture.  Other vegetation types typical of 
the area include forested wetlands, emergent 
wetlands, bogs (acid wetlands), lake and stream sides 
(riparian areas), meadows and fields.   

Five major forest types are found in the County: 
floodplain forests, mixed hardwoods, oak-hickory, 
beech-maple and pine-hardwoods.  Early records 
indicate that conifers constituted an important 
element in Michigan’s original forests; however, pure 
evergreen forests are characteristic only of the 
northern and western part of the Upper Peninsula.   

Birch and tamarack wetlands, the latter being rare in 
the County, and several kinds of marshes are found 
in the area.  Cattail marshes are most easily 
identified.  In addition, there are dogwood-holly 
marshes, a few dogwood-willow marshes, as well as 
sedge-rush marshes.    

A fairly unique environment in Oakland County is 
the bog.  These are generally dominated by a single 
species, either tamarack, cedar or spruce, with a 
supporting shrub layer of leatherleaf, rosemary, and 
poison sumac. 

The County’s numerous lakes are not identical in 
soils quality and water clarity and, therefore, the 
vegetation supported on the shores is varied.  Some 
lakes are completely enclosed by wetlands, others 
have forested, emergent wetland, or sandy shores.  
The land is low and level along most water courses 
that have not experienced flashy flows due to 
development and increased stormwater runoff.  In 
the case where a natural environment has been 
maintained, the streams generally flow sluggishly in 
and out of the lakes and wetlands.  Plants typical of 
this environment are similar to those floodplain 
forests and in wet meadows.  (Source: Oakland 
County Parks Recreation Master Plan, 2007) 

 

 

 

Wildlife 

The larger species have moved north as urbanization 
has occurred.  Many townships in Oakland County 
have numerous game species, such as deer, pheasant 
and ducks, and have hunting seasons on these 
animals.  In addition, other wildlife species that have 
successfully adapted to urban life inhabit the 
Township, including raccoons, muskrats, opossum, 
turkey, rabbits, mice, rats, snakes, geese, birds, and 
fish. 

Fishing is the major wildlife recreation pastime in the 
County, due to its abundance of lakes.  The 
Department of Natural Resources Fisheries and 
Wildlife Division stocks some of the lakes and 
streams.  Some of the county parks were stocked in 
the 70s and 80s with bass, pike, and rainbow trout, 
which seem to be preferred by anglers.  (Source: 
2007 Oakland County Parks and Recreation Master 
Plan.) 

Sites of Environmental Contamination 

The Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 
(MDEQ) maintains a list of sites that have 
environmental contamination through their 
Remediation and Redevelopment Division (RRD).  
The RRD administers Part 201 of the Natural 
Resources Environmental Protection Act (Public Act 
451 of 1994 and formerly known as Act 307) and 
portions of the federal Superfund program.  

Each site is categorized as to whether it is currently 
inactive, being evaluated, or being remediated
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The following table shows the sites on the DEQ’s 
list, their location in the Township, the principal 
pollutants, and their current remediation status: 

Table 12 Sites of Environmental 
Contamination 

 Se
ct

io
n 

C
on

ta
m

in
an

ts
 

Inactive 
Willard Landfill 25 Benzene 

East Livingston Road 22 
Benzene,   

Methyl-tertiary-
butyl ether 

RGCW Disposal 25 Lead, Arsenic, 
Cyanide 

Evaluation in Progress 
Hi-Mill Manufacturing 
Company 23 Chromium,  

Vinyl Chloride 

Interim Response in Progress 
Numatics, Inc. 22 Perchloroethylene  

Highland Precision 
Plant 22 PCB 

Highland Plaza 29 Perchloroethylene 

Milford Road Highland 
Area 22 

Benzene, 
Perchloroethylene, 

Tetrachloroethylene 
Source: www.deq.state.mi.us/sid-web/Part201ss/. 

 

 

 

 

Existing Land Use 

The land uses in the Township have changed 
substantially over the past several decades.  While it 
still retains much of its rural character, development 
in the Township has increased single-family 
residential land use by 86% since 1990. 
Concurrently, vacant land has diminished by 56% in 
this same time period.  Residential development 
consists of large lots, small cottage developments 
around lakes, and the newer “cluster” development 
pattern, which reduces lot size in trade for open 
space in the subdivision.   

Commercial and office land uses have increased by 
40% since 1990, and continue to be oriented along 
M-59 and the southern portion of Milford Road.  
Similarly, higher intensity industrial land uses have 
increased by 18%, and are located on the north 
portion of Milford Road, as well as along M-59. 
Extractive operations are located in the north 
central area of the Township. 

Recreation and conservation areas have increased by 
6.3%, but constitute 22.5% of the total land uses in 
the community.  The large acreage is primarily due 
to the Highland State Recreation Area, which covers 
3,895 acres within the Township (5,900 acres total).  
Increases in recreation and conservation areas can 
also be attributed to the newer cluster pattern of 
residential development, often called Open Space or 
Conservation Subdivisions.  This development 
pattern clusters homes close together, and leaves 
much of the site in an undeveloped condition.  This 
pattern helps to preserve important natural features 
and the character that people desire in the area. 

See the Existing Land Use map on page 18 that 
illustrates the land use distribution in the Township. 
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Table 13 Existing Land Use 

La
nd

 U
se

 
C

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

20
08

  
(In

 A
cr

es
) 

Pe
rc

en
t 

Single-Family Residential 13,002 56.0% 

Parks, Recreation and Open Space 4,471 19.3% 

Water 1,483 6.4% 

Transportation, Utility, 
Communication 1,311 5.7% 

Industrial 1,110 5.0% 

Agriculture 649 2.8% 

Governmental/Institutional 586 2.5% 

Commercial and Office 520 2.2% 

Multi-Family Residential 17 0.1% 

Community Total 23,149 100.0% 

Source: SEMCOG Landuse. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Transportation 

Highland Township is central to many interstate 
highways and state roads.  While the interstate 
highways are convenient to the Township, none pass 
directly through the area.  M-59, Highland Road, is 
the primary east-west road in the Township.  This 
four-lane divided roadway links the Township with 
Howell 17 miles to the west, and Pontiac 18 miles to 
the east.  Other east-west roads include Lone Tree 
Road in the southern portion of the Township, and 
Clyde Road/White Lake Road to the north.  Milford 
Road is the primary north-south road in Highland 
Township.  Milford Road connects the Township to 
the Village of Milford one mile to the south, and the 
Village of Holly 12 miles to the north.  Other north-
south roads include Hickory Ridge Road on the west 
side of the Township and Duck Lake Road on the 
east side.   

The Township is also accessible from three major 
highways:  US-23 is four miles west of the Township, 
I-96 is seven miles south of the Township, and I-75 is 
15 miles northeast of the Township. 
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Administrative 
Structure 
The Charter Township of Highland is organized to 
provide governmental services pursuant to the 
Charter Township Act.  This particular legislation 
permits a general act township to provide more 
services, become responsible for certain community 
activities, and enact a budget supported by up to 5 
mills.  The Charter Act also precludes contiguous 
cities from annexation of township territory.  
Highland was incorporated under the Charter Act.  
The Township organization structure is shown below.  
The citizens of Highland Township elect a Supervisor, 
Clerk, Treasurer and four Trustees. 

Table 14 Township Administrative 
Organization 

  

Supervisor Rick A. Hamill 
Clerk Mary L. McDonell 
Treasurer Judy Cooper 
Trustee Mary Pat Chynoweth 
Trustee Chuck Dittmar 
Trustee Brian Howe 
Trustee Russ Tierney 

 

A series of line departments and positions flow from 
each elected position regarding land use regulations, 
assessing, fire, police, and ordinance enforcement.  
The Township Board is comprised of seven members, 
all elected at large.  The three operating officials 
serve as members of the Board, which is the 
legislative and overall policy making body in the 
Charter Township of Highland.   

Parks and Recreation Committee 
The Highland Parks and Recreation Committee is 
directly responsible to the Township Supervisor and 
Township Board.  The Township established the 
committee in the 1980s via resolution to develop and 

maintain an up-to-date Recreation Plan and provide 
the Township Board with guidance related to 
implementing the Plan.  Committee members include 
Township officials, school representatives, recreation 
providers, and interested residents. 

Table 15 Highland Township Parks and 
Recreation Committee Members 

  

Rick A. Hamill,  
Chair 

Rick Hale,  
HVSC 

Beverly Banovitz, 
Resident  

Jim Lloyd,  
Highland Conservancy 

Thom Damon,  
HVYBSL  

Shannon Loso,  
HVS 

Melissa Dashevich, 
HDDA 

Darrin Raupp,  
Resident 

Jennifer Frederick, 
Secretary 

Karen Simonich, 
HVLAX 

Sharon Greene,  
HEC 

Roscoe Smith,  
Planning Commission 

Jean Haines,  
Resident  

Maintenance/Volunteers/Partnerships 
While the Township does not have a park 
maintenance staff, the Township has partnered with 
the Huron Valley Soccer Club (HVSC) and the Huron 
Valley Youth Baseball and Softball League (HVYBSL) 
to manage its active recreation facilities.  These 
organizations have been instrumental in the planning, 
construction, and regular maintenance of the 
Township’s soccer fields and ballfields.  Volunteers 
from each organization also maintain the restrooms 
and run the concession stands during regular season 
play and tournaments. 

Both the HVSC and HVYBSL are all-volunteer, non-
profit organizations that provide opportunities for 
children to play on organized sports teams.  Both 
organizations are run by a Board of Directors elected 
by the membership.  The HVSC oversees both youth 
and adult soccer programs, and the HVYBSL oversees 
youth and adult baseball and softball programs. 
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Another important partnership for providing 
additional facilities and programming is Huron Valley 
Schools through its Huron Valley Recreation and 
Community Education program.  It offers a wide 
variety of both indoor and outdoor recreation 
programming for children, youth, and adults at its 
facilities in Highland Township.  Other organizations 
that play an important role in providing recreation 
land, facilities, and volunteer or financial support 
include:  

x The Highland Conservancy 
x Highland Equestrian Conservancy 
x Huron Valley Lions Club 
x Optimist Club 
x Huron Valley Council of the Arts 
x Youth football and lacrosse teams 
 

Non-Motorized Planning Stakeholders 

The previous Highland Township Parks and 
Recreation Plan (2009) called for ensuring that 
residents can access community centers, the historic 
downtown, schools, recreation lands and natural 
areas via non-motorized means.  This includes 
pedestrians, bicyclists, equestrians and other users.  
To do this the Board of Trustees initiated a process 
to develop a plan to meet this goal.  Under the 
Board’s direction, the Planning Commission 
appointed a Sidewalk Committee to start the non-
motorized planning process and draft a Non-
Motorized Master Plan.  The Sidewalk Committee is 
comprised of eight members representing a variety of 
stakeholder groups, shown in table 16. 
 
Other stakeholders include Oakland County, Oakland 
Trails Advisory Council (OTAC), Road Commission 
for Oakland County (RCOC), Michigan Department 
of Transportation (MDOT), Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources (MDNR), Highland Equestrian 
Conservancy, Highland Township citizens and other 
users of the pathway system. 
 
 

Table 16 Highland Township Sidewalk 
Committee Members 

  

Michael Wiza, 
 Planning Commission 

Brandon Skopek, 
Highland Township 

Planner 

Brian Howe,  
Board of Trustees  

Melissa Dashevich, 
Highland Downtown 

Development 
Authority (HDDA) 

Jim Lloyd 
Highland Conservancy 

Shannon Laso,  
Huron Valley Schools 

(HVS) 
 
Ways that the Township is currently working or 
would like to work with these stakeholders to 
develop its non-motorized pathway system is 
described below: 

HDDA Non-Motorized Efforts 

The HDDA is moving forward with their proposed 
streetscape plan, which includes sidewalks and 
safety/side paths along Milford Road south of 
Highland Road to Colasanti’s Market and along 
Livingston Road, from Milford Road to Eleanor 
Street. 

MDOT Non-Motorized Efforts 

MDOT implemented improvements in 2011 on 
roadways under their jurisdiction. MDOT updated 
the pedestrian lights, installing at grade pedestrian 
crosswalks at the intersection of Highland and Milford 
Roads and pedestrian improvements at the 
intersection of Highland and Duck Lake Roads. 

HVS Non-Motorized Efforts 

Highland Township is currently working with the 
Huron Valley Schools to proceed with a Safe Routes 
to Schools (SR2S) program.  SR2S is a Federal 
program to help communities make it safe, 
convenient and fun for children to bicycle and walk to 
school. SR2S program is for infrastructure and non-
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infrastructure projects within two miles of schools 
with K-8th grade. Highland Township has three 
schools that qualify for the SR2S program; Highland 
Elementary, Spring Mills Elementary and Heritage 
Elementary. The Parks and Community Facilities map 
on page 22, illustrates a one mile radius around each 
of the three schools. The area that is eligible for the 
SR2S program covers most of Highland’s priority 
area. 

RCOC Non-Motorized Efforts 

Highland Township would like to work with the 
RCOC to implement a Complete Streets policy, so 
that all new roadway projects in Highland Township 
will be designed to promote safe access for all users. 
Roadways should accommodate vehicles, transit, 
bicyclists, and pedestrians of all ages and abilities. 

Oakland County Non-Motorized Efforts 

Highland Township continues to coordinate with 
Oakland County on county-wide projects.  Highland 
Township has accepted Oakland County’s Pathway 
Concept from the Oakland County Trails Master 
Plan.  The County pathway concept highlights Harvey 
Lake Road, from E. Livingston Road north to Highland 
Oaks County Park and E. Livingston Road from 
Milford Road east to the White Lake Township line, 
Highland Township has included both concepts into 
Highland’s Non-Motorized Pathway Master Plan.  The 
E. Livingston Road pathway, identified as a second 
phase project by the MNDR that would also connect 
to the newly proposed MDNR north-south, regional 
multi-use trail, in White Lake Township. Highland 
Township is also in line with the Regional Trails and 
Greenways Vision produced by the Community 
Foundation for Southeastern Michigan’s Green Ways 
Initiative. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Finance 
The table below provides a summary of the 
Township’s revenues and expenditures related to 
recreation.  The Township Board approves all budget 
requests for recreation expenditures.   

Table 16 Recreation Revenues/Expenses 

  Se
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20
13

 Revenues $15,134 475 $2,547,031 

Expenses $109,726 $21,336 $1,785,398 

20
14

 Revenues $18,244 $700 $2,772,290 

Expenses $107,818 $31,827 $2,464,074 
Source: Charter Township of Highland. 
 
The Township general fund budgets for 2013 and 
2014 are summarized in the table below:   
 
Table 17 2013 and 2014 Budget Summaries 

 20
13

 A
ct

ua
l 

20
14

 B
ud

ge
t 

Revenues 

Taxes $379,902 $383,205 
Licenses & 
Permits $189,401 $341,079 

State Share $1,430,212 $1,492,506 
Total Revenue $2,547,031 $2,772,290 

Expenditures 
Total 
Expenditures $1,785,398 $2,464,074 

Source: Charter Township of Highland. 
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Recreation 
Inventory 
The residents of Highland Township are able to take 
advantage of a variety of recreational resources at the 
local and the regional level. There are township 
parks, county parks, state-owned recreation areas, 
schools, as well as privately-owned recreational 
facilities located in and around Highland Township. 
This section of the plan describes these recreational 
opportunities as well as exiting pathways and trails. 
The information contained in the following pages was 
compiled from community recreation plans, websites, 
aerial photographs, and field surveys. 

Highland Township Parks and Open Space 
Highland Township owns five parks and open spaces 
that total about 155 acres of land. Figure 2 on the 
next page depicts the location of these parks. 

 
Figure 1: Hickory Ridge Pines 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hickory Ridge Pines Park 

The Township owns 90 acres of this 105-acre 
property in the northwest quadrant of the Township.  
An MNRTF Grant to purchase the remaining 15-acres 
is currently being considered.  The Huron Valley 
Soccer Club maintains the restrooms and concession 
building while the Township maintains the remainder 
of the property. The park is accessed from Hickory 
Ridge Road and includes the following recreational 
facilities: 

x One baseball/softball field 
x Six soccer fields 
x Two picnic shelters 
x Storage building 
x Concession Building with restrooms 
x 3,300 foot long fitness trail 
x 3,200 feet of paved trail 
x Lake access to Murray Lake (No swimming 

or boating access) 
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Duck Lake Pines Park 

This park contains approximately 40 acres of land and 
is located on Duck Lake Road, south of M-59 in the 
southeast quadrant of the Township. The park is the 
home of the Huron Valley Youth Baseball and Softball 
League, who maintain the restrooms and concession 
building during the regular season play and 
tournaments. The park provides a number of 
recreation activities and facilities including: 
 
Figure 3: Duck Lake Pines 
 

 

x Four softball/baseball fields 
x Basketball and volleyball 
x Tennis 
x In-line skating 
x Ice skating 
x Play structure 
x Picnic pavilion and grills 
x Restroom building and concession stand 
x Walking trails with interpretive nature 

information 
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Veterans Park 

This small open space contains less than one acre and 
is centrally located in Highland Station at the 
intersection of Livingston and John streets adjacent to 
the Township Fire Station and Offices. The park 
contains: 

x A soldier’s monument 
x U.S., State, and MIA/POW flags 
x Historic marker 
x Sidewalk 
x Landscaping 
x Kiosk 
x Moveable stage 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Highland Station Park 

This small open space contains less than one acre and 
is located on the southwest corner of the 
intersection of M-59 and Milford Road. The park 
contains: 

x Historic Railroad Station 
x Sidewalk 
x Landscaping 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Figure 4: Veteras Park 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Figure 5: Highland Station Park 
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Downey Lake Pines Park 

This 36-acre park is an undeveloped parcel located 
north of the Highland Township Library near the 
center of the community.  It was conveyed to the 
public in 1998 as part of the Highland Valley 
Subdivision.  It is accessible from the adjoining 
subdivision and Township library by foot, and 
contains the following natural features: 

x High quality wetlands 
x Unimproved natural areas 
x Lake frontage 
x Native prairie grasses 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Existing Sidewalks, Paths & Trails 

The map on page 24 illustrates the existing trails, 
safety/side paths, sidewalks, bike lanes, bike routes 
and park paths in Highland Township, and how they 
relate to other community facilities.  It also illustrates 
the mountain bike and equestrian trails in the 
Highland State Recreation Area. The table to the 
right and on the next page breaks down the miles of 
pathways by type.   

Highland Township has twenty-four miles of non-
motorized pathways, six miles of paved shoulder 
along Highland Road, and 16 miles of mountain biking 
trails, and a portion of a 12-mile equestrian path in 
the Highland Recreation Area and Highland Oaks. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 6: Downey Lake Park 

 
 
 

 

Table 17 Sidewalks, Paths & Trails 

 M
ile

s 

Safety/Roadside Path 
M-59 (Tipsico Lake Rd. to Duck Lake Rd.) 2.0 

Paved Shoulder 
M-59 (Tipsico Lk. Rd. to Duck Lk. Rd.) 6.0 

Roadside Sidewalks 
Misc. Highland Road (M-59) 0.5 
Misc. Duck Lake Road 0.5 
Misc. Milford Road 3.0 
Misc. Harvey Lake Road 1.25 
Misc. Livingston Road 0.5 

Total Roadside Sidewalks 5.75 
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Table 17 Sidewalks, Paths & Trails (Cont.) 
 M

ile
s 

Residential Development Sidewalks 
Prestwick 4.0 
Glenns 0.25 
Cobblestone 1.0 
Knollview 1.0 
Briarcliff 1.25 
Bayview 0.5 
Chelsey park 0.25 
High Pointe Estates 0.5 
Pinewood South 0.25 
S. Bay Shores 0.5 
Huntwood 2.0 
Lakeside Pines 0.25 
Waling Woods 0.25 
Countryside Condominiums 0.5 
Highland Place 0.5 
Highland Valley 0.5 

Total Residential Dev. Sidewalks 13.5 
Park Paths 

Highland Oaks 1.5 
Hickory Ridge Pines 1.25 
Duck Lake Pines 1.0 

Total Park Paths 3.75 
Mountain Bike Trails 

Highland State Recreation Area 16.0 
Equestrian Trails 

Highland State Recreation Area 4.0* 
Highland Oaks 2.5 

*Estimated 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Subdivision Parks and Common Areas 

Although private, subdivision parks and common 
areas in Highland Township are a valuable recreation 
resource, providing areas for the passive recreational 
use of the subdivision residents. These open spaces 
are usually small and total about 38 acres of land. 

They typically consist of open grassy areas with trees, 
benches, playground equipment, and walkways. Some 
also provide access to area lakes. 

School Facilities 
The public school grounds in Highland Township 
provide valuable recreation opportunities for 
residents. The use of school property and facilities, 
however, offers limited public access and is 
dependent on each individual school’s policies. The 
Huron Valley Public School District includes three 
elementary schools and one high school in Highland 
Township. Figure 2 depicts the location of the 
schools. They are listed below. 

x Milford High School, located on Milford Road, 
contains 95 acres of land with many recreational 
facilities including: eight lighted tennis courts, two 
baseball fields, four softball fields, one lacrosse 
field, two soccer fields, an equestrian field, and a 
lighted football stadium with running track, stands, 
and concession area. The school also includes a 
theater, an indoor gymnasium, a lap pool and a 
recreation swimming pool.  

x Highland Elementary School, located on 
Livingston Street, contains 25 acres of land. 

x Spring Mills Elementary School, located on Harvey 
Lake Road, contains 14 acres of land with a 
baseball field, a soccer field, and playground 
equipment. Indoor facilities include a multiple 
purpose gymnasium/fitness center. 

 

 

 



` Recreation Inventory 

 

 
` Page 29 

x Apollo Center, located on Milford Road, occupies 
25 acres of land with two basketball backstops, a 
picnic shelter, sidewalks, and playground 
equipment. The Center also includes an indoor 
gymnasium. 

x Heritage Elementary School, located on Watkins 
Boulevard adjacent to the High School, shares 
facilities with the high school and includes a 
variety of playground equipment and an indoor 
gymnasium. 

x Duck Lake Education Center, located on Duck 
Lake Road, contains 10 acres of land with a ball 
field, volleyball court, and playground equipment. 
The facility also offers community education 
classes and is home to the Township’s alternative 
high school, Harbor High School.  

Private Facilities 
In contrast to municipal or school facilities, private 
recreation resources are often designed to serve 
customers from around the area. Some of the 
commercial recreation facilities located near Highland 
Township are depicted on Figure 2 and described and 
listed as follows. 

Camp Dearborn 

Camp Dearborn is a family-orientated recreational 
facility owned and operated by the City of Dearborn 
with 626 acres of rolling hills encompassing six lakes. 
The Camp is located in Milford south of Highland 
Township and offers a wide range of amenities for 
outdoor activity including a half-mile swimming beach, 
acres of shaded picnic sites, fishing, paddle boat 
rentals, hayrides, Mystic Creek Golf Club with mini 
golf and opportunities for a choice of camping styles. 

Golf Courses 

Seven golf courses are located in or near Highland 
Township: 

x Beacon Hill Golf Club, Commerce Township 
x Dunham Hills Golf Course, Hartland Township 
x Hartland Glen Golf Club, Hartland Township 

x Highland Hills Golf Club, 18-hole golf course with 
115 acres of land in Highland Township 

x Prestwick Village Golf Club, Highland Township 
x Majestic Golf Course, Hartland Township. 
x Mystic Creek Golf Course, Milford Township 

 

Recreation Services and Programs 
Residents of Highland Township can enjoy a number 
of recreation programs including fishing, sports 
programs, hiking, golfing, and many others. These 
programs are offered through the area youth athletic 
organizations, senior center, the Huron Valley School 
Continuing Education program, and other 
organizations. 

The youth athletic organizations in Highland 
Township include the Huron Valley Soccer Club 
(HVSC) and the Huron Valley Youth Baseball/Softball 
League (HVYBSL) which operate soccer and 
baseball/softball programs and maintain the fields at 
both community parks. They also use school facilities.  

Senior programs are run from the Township’s Adult 
Activity Center which is located adjacent to the 
Township Hall. The Center offers a variety of 
programs and activities for seniors such as bingo, 
cards, bowling, crafts, exercise classes, picnics, and 
trips. The Center also provides meals on the 
premises or through a meals-on-wheels program. 
Transportation services to the Center, medical 
appointments, shopping, banks and other locations 
are also provided in conjunction with the Township 
and Village of Milford. 

The Huron Valley School operates continuing 
education programs from the Duck Lake Center and 
Apollo Center and provides a variety of opportunities 
to Highland Township residents. Some the programs 
offered include academic enrichment classes, high 
school equivalency, and a variety of programs such as 
swimming, daycare, summer camps, volleyball, 
basketball, horseback riding, computer classes, 
exercise and fitness programs, art, dance, crafts, and 
many more. They also operate and run programs 
from the Milford Pool and Fitness facility located at 
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the Milford High School. Located on Milford Road, 
south of Lone Tree Road, the Milford Pool and 
Fitness Center is a 98,500-square-foot aquatic and 
fitness facility. It has both competitive and recreation 
pools, a 5,000-square-foot fitness center with weight 
and aerobic equipment, a 1/9-mile indoor 
walking/running track, and a field house designed for 
three sports events at once. 

The Carls Family YMCA also offers a variety of 
programs to community residents. Opened in 2002, 
this is a state-of-the-art facility located in the Village 
of Milford, south of Highland Township. It includes an 
indoor pool, fitness center, and gymnasium. This 
branch of the Y also has a childcare program. Classes 
are offered in aquatics, basketball, gymnastics, martial 
arts, pilates, and yoga. There are numerous 
opportunities for homeschoolers and also the 
preschool set, including parent/tot classes. 
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Regional Recreation Facilities 
In addition to the local recreation facilities, there are 
2,380 acres of parkland owned by Oakland County 
Parks around Highland Township, almost 6,700 acres 
of parkland operated by the Huron-Clinton 
Metropolitan Authority (HCMA), and an additional 
18,345 acres of state-owned recreational facilities.  

Figure 6: Regional Recreation Facilities in and around 
Highland Township 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These facilities are considered regional recreational 
facilities. There are large facilities that provide 
opportunities such as camping, swimming, boating, 
fishing, hunting, hiking, and golfing which are typically 
beyond the ability of a local municipality to provide. 
Figure 6 depicts the location of the regional parks and 
Table 1 lists the recreation activities they offer. A 
description of the facilities follows. 

Source: Adapted from Oakland County Planning and Economic Development Services 
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 Oakland County HCMA State 
Table 1. Regional Recreation Facilities in and around 
Highland Township 
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Passive 
Picnicking � z    z z z z z z 

Playground � z    z z z z z z 

Trails 

Paved Trail      z z  z   
Nature Trail z z z   z z    z 

Marked Hiking Trail � z z   z z z z z z 
Mountain Biking Trail        z  z z 

Equestrian Trail    z  z z z  z z 
Cross-country skiing � z  z z z z z  z z 

Snowmobiling         z z  

Water Activities 

Swimming Beach      z z z  z z 
Splash Park       z     
Boat Rental      z   z  z 

Boat Launch      z z z  z z 
Marina      z      

Canoeing         z   
Shore Fishing   z   z  z  z z 
Dock Fishing      z    z z 
Boat Fishing      z z z  z z 

Winter & Seasonal Activities 

Ice Fishing   z   z z z z   
Ice Skating      z z     

Sledding      z z     
Tobogganing      z      

Hunting z z      z z z z 

Interpretive Facilities 

Nature Center � z    z z     
Nature Study Area � z z   z z     

Farm      z      
Garden & Historic Building    z        

Court & Turf Games 

Soccer � z       z   
Ballfield      z   z   

Basketball & Disc Golf      z      
Horseshoes         z   

Golf Course � z  z z z z     

Misc. 

Dog Park � z          
Balloon Port         z   

Banquet/Event Facility � z  z z       
Activity Center    z        
Shooting Range         z z  

Camping 

Rustic Campsite        z  z z 
Modern Campsite        z  z z 

Cabin Rental        z z  z 
Group Camping      z  z  z z 
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Oakland County Parks 

 

Highland Oaks 

With 302 acres of parkland, Highland Oaks is located 
within the headwaters of the Shiawassee River and 
preserves sensitive habitat in the northeast quadrant 
of Highland Township. The park has been recently 
expanded and is relatively undeveloped. It offers 
hiking, geocaching, horseback riding, mountain biking, 
and cross-country skiing are allowed on a 2.5 mile 
multi-purpose trail. Bow hunting for deer is allowed 
in a limited area seasonally.   

Lyon Oaks 

With 1,024 acres of parkland, Lyon Oaks preserves 
more than 800 acres of environmentally sensitive 
wetlands south of Highland Township. Activities and 
facilities include: 

x 13-acre, fenced dog park with water and picnic 
shelter;  

x Day-use area includes 3.6 miles of hiking trails, a 
picnic shelter, playground, and open fields;  

x Nature center featuring exhibits, programs for the 
public, scouts, and school groups; 

x Bow hunting for deer in a limited area seasonally;  
x 18-hole golf course and driving range; and  
x Banquet and meeting facilities.   
 

Rose Oaks 

This 620-acre largely undeveloped park preserves 
three different ecosystems: wetlands, meadows, and 
woodlands and is located north of Highland 
Township. The park contains several glacial lakes and 
has frontage along Big School Lot Lake.  Activities and 
facilities include: 

x Fishing; 
x Approximately 10 miles of hiking trails;  
x Designated parking areas on Fish Lake Road 

and Buckhorn Lake Road; and 
x Annual Ride the Rose equestrian event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Oakland County Parks 

Source: Oakland County Parks 

Source: Oakland County Parks 
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Springfield Oaks 

Located northeast of Highland Township, Springfield 
Oaks contains 276 acres of parkland. The park offers 
an activity center, golf course, and is the site for the 
Oakland County Fair held annually.  Activities and 
facilities include: 

x Springfield Oaks Activity Center with exhibit hall 
for shows, wedding receptions, and dances, and a 
multipurpose room for banquets, seminars, and 
reunions; 

x Home of annual Oakland County Fair;  
x The historic Ellis Barn; 
x Community Gardens producing food for the Food 

Bank of Oakland County as well as flowers and 
tree seedlings for use at the parks (The garden is 
worked by volunteer Master Gardeners and 52nd 
District Court Weekend and Weekday 
Alternative Misdemeanants);  

x Two outdoor arenas; and 
x 18-hole, par 71 golf course. 
 

White Lake Oaks 

This 195-acre park located east of Highland Township 
contains an 18-hole golf course facility with cross-
country skiing during the winter. Activities and 
facilities include: 

x 18-hole, par 70 course;  
x A clubhouse featuring a pro shop, club room, 

garden patio, outdoor wedding area, and banquet 
facilities for groups up to 200; and 

x Hosts the annual Warren Orlick inclusive golf 
outing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Oakland County Parks 

Source: Oakland County Parks 
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Source: HCMA Website 

Huron Clinton Metropolitan Authority 
Parks 

 

Indian Springs Metropark 

Located northwest of Highland Township, Indian 
Springs Metropark encompasses 2,215 acres of 
parkland at the headwaters of the Huron River. Much 
of the park is dedicated to the preservation and 
interpretation of the natural environment. Activities 
and facilities include: 

 

x An 18-hole, par 71 regulation golf course with 
driving range 

x A nature center 
x An environmental Discovery Center 
x Nature interpretation and birding 
x 12 miles of groomed cross-country trails 
x Eight miles of paved hike-bike and equestrian 

trails 
x Picnic shelters 
x Sledding hill 
x Spray ‘n’ Play park and playscape 
x Fishing 
x Ice skating 
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Kensington Metropark 

Kensington Metropark is a 4,481-acre HCMA 
recreational facility spanning Livingston and Oakland 
counties. Its wooded, hilly terrain surrounds Kent 
Lake. The park features beaches, a nature study area 
with nature center and trails, a farm learning center, a 
paved trail and a golf course. The park includes the 
following: 
x Two beaches with concessions 
x Two boat launches with docking facilities and 

boat tours on the Island Queen Sternwheeler 
x Paddleboat and rowboat rentals 
x Overnight canoe campsites 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

x Fishing 
x Splash park 
x Organized youth group campsite 
x 18-hole par 71 golf course 
x Disc golf; 
x A farm center with animals, barns and hay rides/ 

sleigh rides 
x Ten miles of marked equestrian trails 
x A nature center and nature trails 
x Eight miles of paved hiking/biking trails, 10 miles 

of hiking trails and a fitness trail 
x Cross-country skiing, equipment rentals, ice 

skating, heated lodge with fireplace and 
concession, tobogganing and sledding. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: HCMA Website 
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State Parks and Recreation Areas 

 

Highland Recreation Area 

This recreation area offers 5,900 acres of forest, 
marshes and lakes in the rolling hills of Highland and 
White Lake townships. The park contains trails to 
accommodate equestrian riders, mountain bikers, 
hikers, and skiers. Three different day-use areas 
provide space for picnics, swimming, horseshoes or 
volleyball. Access sites are located on four lakes 
within the park for fishing and boating. Highland 
includes the 
following activities 
and facilities: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

x 30 rustic campsites, a horseman’s camp, an 
organization camp and cabins 

x Picnic area and game areas 
x Beach house and boat launch 
x 17 miles of nature trails and cross-country 

skiing; 
x 16 miles of mountain biking trails 
x 12 miles of equestrian trails 
x Dog trial fields 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Source: MDNR Website 
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Island Lake Recreation Area 

This recreation area comprises 4,000 acres in 
Livingston County and Oakland County. The terrain 
is a mixture of open brush land, mature hardwood 
forest, with some pockets of open meadows. Island 
Lake includes the following activities and facilities: 

x Parking areas 
x Five picnic shelters 
x Swimming  beach at Spring Mill Pond with 

concessions, toilets, playground and volleyball 
x Soccer, baseball/softball and horseshoe pits 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

x Over 14 miles of trails for hiking or biking and 
four miles of paved trail 

x A shooting range including skeet, trap, and 
sporting clays 

x A balloon port 
x 3,000 acres open to hunting 
x Two rustic cabins 
x Canoe rental 
x Rowboat and paddleboat rental 
x Snowmobiling in designated areas, cross-country, 

skiing, snowshoeing and ice fishing 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: MDNR Website 
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Pontiac Lake Recreation Area 

With 3,745 acres of rolling woodland terrain, the 
recreation area includes a mixture of marshes, ponds, 
heavy forests, old farm fields, river bottom and lakes 
that support a wide variety of animals and activities. 
Designated trails are available for horseback riding, 
hiking and mountain biking. Activities and facilities 
include: 

x Camping including 176 modern campsites and 24 
equestrian sites 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

x Swimming and beach houses 
x Playground equipment 
x Picnic shelters 
x Boat access site and launch 
x Shooting/archery range 
x Hunting 
x Fishing 
x 17 miles of equestrian trails 
x 11 miles of cross country ski, mountain biking and 

hiking trails 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: MDNR Website 
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Proud Lake Recreation Area 

With more than 4,700 acres, Proud Lake Recreation 
Area offers diverse and numerous recreational 
opportunities on the scenic Huron River. It is located 
southwest of Highland Township. More than 20 miles 
of trails cover several diverse habitats. It also offers 
the unique River Hawk Lodge. Activities and facilities 
include: 

 

 

 

 

 

x 130 modern campsites, an organization camp, 
mini cabins, and tent rentals 

x Nine miles of equestrian and mountain biking 
trails 

x Six miles of hiking and cross-country skiing trails 
x Picnic areas and playgrounds; 
x A beach house 
x Boat launch and canoeing 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: MDNR Website 
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Regional Greenway Network 

In addition to the local and regional parks, there is a 
vision of regional trails linking parks and communities 
to form an interconnected greenway system. As 
Figure 7 illustrates, Highland Township contains a 
primary network of existing and planned trails linking 
hubs and destinations which includes Island Lake  

Figure 7: Regional Trail Network 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recreation Area, Kensington Metropark, the Huron 
River, Camp Dearborn, the Village of Milford, 
Highland Recreation Area, Highland Station, Highland 
Oaks, Pontiac Lake Recreation Area, and Indian 
Springs Metropark. 
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Comparison to Recreation Standards 
The National Recreation and Park Association 
(NRPA) has classified parks and recommended an 
appropriate amount of parkland for a given 
population size. Although these guidelines are useful 
in pointing out deficiencies, a park system should be 
tailored to meet the needs of the community and not 
generalized national guidelines.  

According to the NRPA, parks and open spaces are 
categorized as mini-parks, neighborhood parks, 
community parks, and regional parks. The mini, 
neighborhood and community parks are the “close-
to-home” parks, usually less than 15 acres, designed 
to satisfy the recreational needs of residents located 
within two miles. All Township Parks and open 
spaces are considered “close-to-home” parks. 
According to NRPA standards, the amount of “close-
to-home” parkland recommended is 6.25 to 10.5 
acres for every 1,000 residents. 

Regional parks are parks that serve a broader area 
(one hour drive) than community parks and focus on 
meeting the recreation needs of the region as well as 
preserving unique landscapes and open spaces. They 
include the Oakland County Parks, HCMA 
metroparks, and the state-owned recreation areas 
described in the preceding pages. The NRPA standard 
for regional parks is 15 to 20 acres of parkland per 
1,000 people. Other types of parks include the 
following: 

x Schoolyards, areas that can fulfill the space 
requirements for other types of parks such as 
neighborhood, community, sports complex or 
special use which include the public school 
facilities located near in the Township; 

x Greenways, areas that link parks together to form 
a continuous park environment; and 

x Private recreation facilities, areas that are 
privately owned yet contribute to the Township’s 
parks and recreation system. 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 2. Parkland Acreage Standards    
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“Close to 
Home” 
Parkland 

6.5 to 10.5 
Acres 

125 - 202 
Acres 

155 
Acres 

Subdivision 
Parks - - 38  

Acres 

Regional 
Parks 

15 to 20 
Acres 

288 to 384 
Acres 

27,400 
Acres 

Schoolyards - - 169 
Acres 

Private 
Recreation 
Facilities 

- - 115+ 
Acres 

 
 

According to the above standards, Highland 
Township currently meets the needs for total “close 
to home” parkland. The amount of parkland available 
to Township residents is even greater when we take 
into account the recreation facilities provided by 
subdivision parks and common areas, schools, and 
other private recreation facilities. Highland Township 
is also well-served by the regional park facilities 
provided by Oakland County, HCMA, and the State 
located in the area.  
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Accessibility Assessment  
An assessment of the accessibility of each Township 
park to people with disabilities was conducted. This 
assessment considers the accessibility of the facilities 
themselves and the access routes to them. The 
ranking system used to evaluate the parks range from 
1 to 5 with 1 being “none of the facilities meet 
accessibility guidelines” to 5, “the entire park was 
developed using the principles of universal design.” 

Highland Township parks are given the following 
rank: “3 – some of the facilities/park areas meet 
accessibility guidelines.” 

Duck Lake Pines Park was developed using the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) standards,   In 
accordance with ADA, the Township ensures that all 
future park projects will adhere to accessibility 
standards. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Status of Grant Assisted Projects 
Highland Township was the recipient of an MDNR 
Land and Water Conservation Fund grant of 
$219,000 in 1990 to purchase land for a Township 
Community park which became Hickory Ridge Pines 
Park.  The Township also received an MDNR 
Recreation Bond grant of $142,875 in 1990 to build a 
concession/restroom building and two picnic shelters, 
and pave the roadway at Hickory Ridge Pines.  These 
facilities have been well maintained and used over the 
years. 

In 1999, the Township received an MDNR grant of 
$425,000 to purchase property on Duck Lake Road, 
south of M-59, for a proposed park.  In 2001, the 
Township received another MDNR grant of $488,946 
for this park’s development, which included 
concession stand with restrooms, interpretive/fitness 
trail, skating park, parking lot, picnic tables, tennis and 
basketball courts, and a play area.  
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In 2014, Highland Township was recommended for 
approval to receive an MDNR grant from the 
Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund in the 
amount of $127,800.  These funds will be used to 
acquire 15 acres of land to add to the Township’s 
existing Hickory Ridge Pines Park.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 15 acres will provide residents with additional 
natural areas, the opportunity to expand the pathway 
system, and add soccer recreational fields.  A 
conceptual plan showing the proposed development 
in Hickory Ridge Pines Park is provided below. 
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Public 
Participation & 
Needs 
Assessment 
An essential task in the recreation planning process is 
to determine the needs of the community as a basis 
for an action plan that improves the parks and 
recreation system.  Needs expressed by residents 
provide the rationale for the formulation of goals and 
objectives as well as identify areas for capital 
improvements.  To assess the public’s desires, the 
Township employs several methods that give people 
various opportunities to have their opinions heard. 

As standard procedure, Highland Charter Township 
holds regularly scheduled meetings for the Township 
Board, the Planning Commission and the Parks and 
Recreation Committee.  All meetings are open to the 
public, and the Township encourages attendance and 
participation through public notices and its web site 
(www.highlandtwp.net).  Township staff is also 
available to listen to resident’s ideas and comments. 

Special efforts were also made to obtain public 
opinion on the update to the Recreation Master Plan 
through a visioning meeting and a special opinion 
survey.   

Visioning Meeting 
A public meeting was held in October, 2015 that was 
designed to solicit residents’ opinions about the goals 
and action items in the current Recreation Master 
Plan.  This meeting was well advertised through the 
Township’s website, flyers at the Township Hall, and 
through announcements at various recreation group 
and Township meetings and events. 

The meeting was attended by 12 residents, some of 
whom represented various recreation groups and 
civic organizations, as well as Township officials and 
staff.  After a brief orientation, the larger group was 
broken up into 3 small groups.  Each small group was 

given two of the current Plan’s goals and actions, and 
was asked to discuss them, and make 
recommendations for changes based on their ideas 
and desires for future recreation facilities or 
programs. 

After the small group discussions were concluded, 
the participants reconvened into the large group, and 
presented their ideas on the goals and actions they 
discussed.  Then each participant was given five sticky 
dots to “vote” for the goals and/or actions they felt 
should be top priority for the Township to 
implement.  

The resulting goals and action items are provided in 
the Goals and Action Program chapter of this Plan 
document, and the full results of the meeting are 
provided in the Appendix.   The bullets below 
summarize the meeting results: 

x By far, the goal of, “Meeting the needs of 
pedestrians, bicyclists, equestrians and other 
users for trails and pathways” received the most 
votes (15) from meeting participants.  High 
priority was placed on filling in gaps in existing 
sidewalks, pathways, and trails, and working with 
others (such as the Road Commission of 
Oakland County) to install new trail segments 
throughout the Township. 

x The goal with the next most votes (8) was to 
continue to develop and improve the Township’s 
parks.  Of particular importance was working 
with land conservancies and other preservation 
groups to acquire and/or protect environmentally 
sensitive areas.  Another priority relevant to this 
goal was to investigate construction of a dog 
park. 

x With 5.5 votes, meeting participants identified 
the need for additional indoor recreation 
facilities as important.  While participants 
thought it valuable to work with others to 
provide indoor recreation facilities, they also 
thought the Township should investigate existing 
facilities before developing new facilities. 

x Meeting participants also thought continuing to 
work with others to provide facilities for youth 
and adult baseball and softball an important goal.  
This goal received 5 votes. 
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Recreation Plan Survey 
The Township also made an on-line survey available 
to residents and visitors through its website.  The 
survey focused on two ideas:  1) Collect information 
about how residents currently use various recreation 
facilities, whether they are Township-owned or 
owned by some other entity; and 2) Collect opinions 
about where the Township should focus its efforts in 
improving recreation opportunities for its residents. 

Two-hundred and nineteen surveys were returned.   
A summary of the results is provided below.  The 
survey instrument and full results are included in the 
Appendix to this document. 

Survey Results 

To put the survey responses into context, 
demographic questions (age, household composition, 
etc.) were asked to better understand who was 
taking the survey.  Respondents were mostly adults 
between ages 34 and 65 (82%), and Township 
residents (93%), 74% of whom have lived in the 
Township for more than 10 years.  The majority of 
households who took the survey have one to three 
children (55% of respondents), with the remaining 
having no children at home (38%), or four or more 
children at home (7%).    

The survey first asked respondents to describe how 
often they use Township parks, and several other 
large parks located in the Township.  Of parks used 
more than 20 times a year, Highland State Recreation 
Area and Duck Lake Pines were named most in this 
category.  Of parks never used, Downey Lake Park 
was chosen most; however, this is logical since it is 
completely undeveloped.  Preswick Village Golf Club 
and Highland Station Park were also named as never 
used. 

The survey then asked respondents to rate their 
satisfaction with Township Parks that currently have 
recreation facilities.  Sixty-one percent of 
respondents said they were very or somewhat 
satisfied with Duck Lake Pines.   Hickory Ridge Pines 
received 54% feeling this way, and Veterans Park also 

received 54%.  All three of these parks also received 
a significant number of people stating that they “didn’t 
know” if they were either satisfied or dissatisfied 
(Hickory Ridge 39%; Veterans Park 36%; and Duck 
Lake Pines 30%).  This could indicate that residents 
don’t know what the Township parks have to offer. 

Regarding individual recreation facilities, respondents 
indicated which of the following facilities they and 
their families use: 

Table 20 Township Facility Use 

Facility 

Used by % 
of Survey 

Respondents 

Nature Trails 71% 
Paved Trails 63% 
Passive Nature Areas  37% 
Play Structures / Equipment 35% 
Picnic Pavilions / Shelters & Grills 34% 
Baseball / Softball Fields 26% 
Basketball Courts 15% 
Soccer Fields 14% 
Tennis Courts 11% 
Inline Skating Area 5% 
Volleyball Courts 5% 
The survey then gave respondents the opportunity to 
indicate which recreation facilities they would like to 
see more of in Township Parks.  Respondents ranked 
their “first choice,” “second choice,” and “third 
choice” among the list of facilities provided.  Facilities 
that dominated the “first choice” category also 
dominated the “second choice” category.   

Multipurpose trails were chosen the most as the first 
and second choice facility respondents would like to 
see more of (33% of “first choice” responses; 17% of 
“second choice” responses).  A dog park received the 
next most votes (11% of “first choice” responses; 
10% of “second choice” responses).  Next were 
lacrosse fields, play structures and equipment and 
passive nature areas.  A splash pad received the most 
“third choice” responses (15% of “third choice” 
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responses), followed by multipurpose trails, dog park 
and play structures.  

Respondents could also list any other facility they 
would like to see in Township parks.  Specific types of 
trails were listed most often, including horse trails, 
trails (not sidewalks) along Highland Township roads, 
bike trails, snowmobile trails, motorcycle trails and a 
sidewalk connecting Highland to Milford.  A playscape 
at the library and water park were also mentioned. 

Regarding Township park use, survey respondents 
were asked what prevented them from using the 
parks.  The reason most chosen was “I do not know 
what is being offered,” closely followed by “Don’t 
have time.”  The third most chosen reason was “Do 
not know locations of facilities.”  Another reason 
people gave was that the “desired facility was not 
offered.” 

The next question compared people’s opinions about 
how important maintenance of existing parks was to 
acquiring new parks, new trails, or indoor recreation 
facilities.  The two options that were ranked the 
highest as very important or important included 
maintaining and upgrading existing parks, and 
developing a Township-wide system of pathways and 
trails for walking and biking.  The other two options 
(developing indoor recreation facilities and acquiring 
and/or developing new parks and open spaces) were 
considered significantly less important. 

Even though respondents thought that maintaining 
existing parks was very important, most respondents 
(81%) also thought that existing parks should be 
improved, and that grants and public-private 
partnerships should be the method of funding these 
improvements.   

The survey ended with space for additional 
comments regarding Highland Township parks and 
recreation facilities.  Sixty-one people left specific 
comments.  A significant number of comments 
focused on maintaining what the Township has rather 
than expanding the offerings.  Better promotion of 
the existing facilities was also mentioned by 
numerous people.  Making connections between 

residential areas and parks, and between the parks 
themselves, was discussed a good deal, and ideas for 
various types of trails were cited (horse trails, paved 
bike trails, walking/running trails, hiking trails, etc.).  
Trails that connect to other trails and destinations 
(Milford, county trails, etc.) were identified as 
important.  The remaining comments reflected the 
answers to the survey questions summarized above. 

 
Volunteer tree planting event. 

National Recreation Trends 
Another important component of assessing a 
community’s recreation needs is national recreation 
trends, which provide insight into activities that show 
the greatest growth in popularity, and which may 
affect the future direction of parks and recreation 
services. 

The National Sporting Goods Association (NSGA) 
regularly conducts national surveys which measure 
activities by level of participation and track changes 
from previous surveys.  The following table lists the 
top seven activities that people participated in at least 
once in 2005. 
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Table 23 National Sports Participation, 2005 

Activity Participation 

Exercise walking 86 Million 
Swimming 58 Million 
Exercise w/equipment 54.2 Million 
Camping 46 Million 
Bowling 45.4 Million 
Fishing 43.3 Million 
Bicycle riding 43.1 Million 

Source: National Sporting Goods Association (NSGA). 
 

Between 1995 and 2005, the five top activities which 
showed the greatest increase in popularity include: 
x Kayaking (162% increase from 2.9 to 7.6 million) 
x Snowboarding (114% increase from 2.8 to 6 

million) 
x Skateboarding (90% increase from 6.3 to 12 

million) 
x Working out at a club (64% increase, from 21.1 to 

34.7 million) 
x Mountain biking (14% increase from 8.1 to 9.2 

million) 
 
The greatest decrease in the same time period was 
experience by the following activities: 
x In-line skating (50% decrease) 
x Volleyball (26% decrease) 
x Cross-country skiing (24% decrease) 
x Downhill skiing (22% decrease) 
 
The NSGA also projects sports participation on a 
state-by-state basis for certain sports.  According to 
NSGA data, Michigan residents are twice as likely to 
participate in golf as the average American.  Michigan 
residents were also nearly one-and-a-half times more 
likely to bowl, play softball, hunt with firearms, and 
camp than the national average. 
 
 

The National Recreation and Park Association 
(NRPA) and the American Academy for Park and 
Recreation Administration (1995) have published a 
list of future trends compiled from different sources 
that will influence the direction of recreation planning 
and programming.  These trends include: 
x Environmental: an increase in environmentally-

sensitive lifestyles, natural areas management, 
and water quality protection. 

x Social: an increase in concerns for personal and 
family security, in the importance for wellness 
activities, and a desire to preserve and maintain 
cultural heritage. 

x Economic: an increase in public costs, in the 
provision of leisure services through the public 
and private sectors and partnerships, a greater 
recognition of the economic value of parks, open 
space, and green infrastructure. 

x Demographic: an increase of senior citizens, 
fewer traditional family households, greater 
number of small households, and an increase in 
cultural diversity and in the mobility of residents. 

 
Monitoring parks and recreation trends is important 
in determining how parks and recreation services 
should evolve.  Conclusions regarding the implication 
of these trends combined with the demographic and 
physical characteristics of the Highland Township 
area are summarized below: 
x As population increases, demand for recreation 

will also increase; 
x Recreation facilities and programs should 

respond to the increase in seniors; 
x As land development increases, the need to 

preserve rural character and open space will 
increase; 

x There will be more linear parks along corridors 
including bicycle and pedestrian pathways and 
passive recreation; 

x With the increase in popularity of exercise 
walking and fitness-related activities, walkable, 
livable, and sustainable communities will become 
more important and desirable. 
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Public Review and Public Hearing 
After the Park and Recreation Committee members 
considered the input received through the visioning 
meeting and survey, and reviewed the background 
information and recreation trends, they finalized the 
Plan’s goals and actions for implementation.  This was 
done at a public meeting including community 
stakeholders, public officials, staff, and residents. 

A draft Recreation Plan was then prepared and made 
available for public review beginning on December 29, 
2015.  The document was attached to the e-mail 
blast, and copies were available at the Township Hall, 
and on the Township’s website 
(www.highlandtwp.net).  Following public review, the 
Parks and Recreation Committee approved the draft 
plan and recommended its adoption by the Township 
Board at a meeting held on February 10, 2016. 

Public input on the Recreation Plan culminated in an 
advertised public hearing held on February 10, 2016 
at the Township Hall.  Following the hearing, the Plan 
was approved by the Township Board. 
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Goals &  
Action Program 
 

The Highland Township Parks and Recreation 
Committee has formulated goals and actions for the 
next five years.  The goals are broad enough to 
encompass the needs expressed from the residents, 
Township Officials, and staff, and the observed 
deficiencies in the recreation resources of the area.  
They also consider demographic changes, current and 
anticipated growth and development, the area’s 
physical resources, and recreation trends.  The goals 
are listed in order of priority. 

Recreation Plan Goals and Actions 

Goal #1:  Charter Township of 
Highland will strive to meet the needs 
of pedestrians, bicyclists, equestrians, 
and other users.  

Actions: 

1. From the list of identified gaps in sidewalks, and 
the pathway/trail system, design and implement 
high-priority segments to connect to local, 
County and State parks, subdivisions, and 
sidewalks/pathway/trail systems in surrounding 
communities. 

2. Look for partnership opportunities, including the 
Road Commission for Oakland County, to 
design and implement pathway/trail segments 
that have been identified as a longer-term 
priority. 

3. Continue to work with local bicycle, equestrian, 
running, and other groups such as the Road 
Commission for Oakland County and the State, 
to identify their needs and desires for trails 
and/or safety paths. 

 

Goal #2:  Charter Township of 
Highland will continue to develop and 
improve the Township Parks.  

Actions: 

1. Review and revise as appropriate the existing 
Master Plans for the three major Township 
Parks, evaluating the plans to consider the 
following: 

i. Investigate the potential for constructing a 
dog park at an existing Township-owned 
property. 

ii. Work with land conservancies and other 
preservation groups to acquire and/or 
protect environmentally sensitive areas. 

ii. Evaluate existing environmental data to 
identify environmentally-significant sites 
within the Township and Township parks.   

iv. Add nature study and interpretation 
opportunities for ecosystems within 
existing parkland. 

v. Evaluate existing trails and walking paths in 
Township parks to determine how they can 
be expanded to meet more user needs and 
more fully connect with other pathway 
systems. 

vi. Investigate potential to add lacrosse fields 
to Township parks, or to share existing 
fields with lacrosse teams. 

vii. Study the possibility of upgrading existing 
play structures or adding new play 
structures to Township parks, and/or at the 
library. 

viii. Evaluate the need for and feasibility of a 
new splash pad in a Township park.  
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Goal #3:  Charter Township of 
Highland will continue to maintain 
existing facilities in Township parks.  
This includes working with other 
groups to share maintenance 
activities.  

Actions: 

1. Develop a schedule that evaluates existing 
facilities on a regular basis to ensure they 
are in good working order, and determine 
if maintenance and/or replacement is 
needed. 

2. Improve communication with other groups 
that maintain facilities in Township parks so 
that proper regular maintenance is 
conducted. 

Goal #4:  Charter Township of 
Highland will identify the need for 
additional indoor recreation facilities 
in the area.  

Actions: 

1. Undertake a study to identify whether existing 
indoor facilities and programs meet the 
Township’s existing and projected needs for all 
age groups, or if they need to be expanded. 

2. Identify suitable sites for an indoor community/ 
recreation facility, with special emphasis on an 
indoor equestrian facility.  Study should include 
survey of other, existing equestrian facilities in 
area. 

3. Develop a basic architectural study to establish 
the cost of a new facility. 

4. Work with Oakland Parks Department, the 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources, 
Huron Valley Schools, private developers, and 
neighboring communities to develop, enhance, 
and promote facilities for a recreation center 
and for winter activities. 

Goal #5:  Charter Township of 
Highland will continue to work with 
the Huron Valley School District, the 
Huron Valley Youth Baseball and 
Softball League, surrounding 
communities, and other groups to 
provide adequate facilities for youth 
and adult baseball and softball.  

Actions: 

1. Work with the various groups to identify the 
additional number of fields necessary to meet 
the area’s existing and projected needs for youth 
and adult baseball and softball. 

2. Identify conflicts associated with sharing school 
facilities and work to eliminate or minimize any 
conflicts through meetings with field users, 
administrators, and maintenance staff. 

3. Determine if any improvements to existing fields 
can improve opportunities. 

4. Once the capabilities of the existing fields are 
maximized, determine any existing and projected 
weaknesses. 

5. Identify potential sites for additional facilities and 
acquire land. 

6. Develop site(s). 

Goal #6:  Charter Township of 
Highland will promote the Township’s 
recreation opportunities.  

Actions: 

1. Expand the use of the Township’s website to 
inform residents of recreation facilities available 
in the Township’s parks, as well as other 
recreation venues, such as the YMCA and 
Huron Valley Schools. 

2. Consider developing a quarterly newsletter that 
highlights existing recreation programs available 
for community residents.  Use the web and 
social media to distribute the newsletter. 

3. Promote the Township’s recreation 
opportunities at existing community-wide 
events. 
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Goal #7:  Charter Township of 
Highland will continue to work with 
the Huron Valley School District, the 
Huron Valley Soccer Club, surrounding 
communities and other groups to 
provide adequate facilities for youth 
and adult soccer.  

Actions: 

1. Work with the various groups to identify the 
additional number of fields necessary to meet 
the area’s existing and projected needs. 

2. Identify potential sites adjacent to Hickory Ridge 
Pines Park for additional facilities and acquire 
land. 

3. Develop site(s) in partnership with various 
groups. 

  

Goal #8:  Charter Township of 
Highland will address access and 
affordability of recreation facilities 
within the Township.  

Actions: 

1. Evaluate and identify opportunities to improve 
the non-motorized transportation opportunities 
from population centers to existing parkland in 
the Township. 

2. Evaluate and improve the universal accessibility 
of the Township’s existing recreation facilities. 

3. Evaluate the current rate structure of existing 
recreation programming, and identify areas 
where costs to residents could be subsidized 
through grants or other funding mechanisms. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Goal #9:  The Township will 
investigate the benefits of hiring a 
full-time Recreation Director and 
creating a Parks and Recreation 
Commission.  

Actions: 

1. Identify differences between the committee 
approach and a Commission.  Determine which 
organizational style would work better and 
adopt it. 

2. Identify desired qualities of a Recreation 
Director – salary, hours responsibilities, and 
other details for the “ideal” candidate.  
Investigate availability of outside funding or 
grants to fund this position. 

3. Township Board to determine feasibility. 
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Action Program 
The Action Program for Charter Township of 
Highland Recreation Plan identifies potential actions 
the Township hopes to undertake during the five year 
planning period.  While the goals listed above identify 
a number of actions, the Action Program identifies 
major actions that require funding and significant 
commitments from the Township and other groups.  
These actions address the recreation priorities in the 
township and include a time frame (in Table 24) and 
location for implementation, cost estimates, and 
potential funding sources.  This section also provides 
justification for each action.  Justifications are based 
on community input, demographics, available facilities, 
and common sense.  

Table 24 Action Schedule  

Action 
 20

16
 

20
17

 

20
18

 

20
19

 

20
20

 

1. Identify and fill in 
gaps in sidewalks, 
pathways, and 
trails. 

* * * * * 

2.  High-Priority 
Pathway 
Implementation 

* * * * * 

3.  Long-Term 
Pathway 
Implementation1 

* * * * * 

4.  Park Master Plans  * * * * 
5. Environmental 

Study  * * * * 

6. Indoor Recreation  * * * * 
7.  Softball/Baseball  * * * * 
8.  Promotion * * * * * 
9.  Soccer  * * * * 
10. Rec. Rates   *   
11. Rec. Director   *   
1Where opportunities present themselves. 

 

 

 

Action #1:  Identify and fill in gaps in 
sidewalks, pathways, and trails.  

Using the inventory in this document, design and 
construct sidewalks, pathways and trails to fill in 
existing gaps. 

Cost Estimate:  $588,000 per year during plan cycle.    

Plan Implementation:  Gaps to be filled annually 
depending on available funding and coordination with 
other projects in the vicinity. 

Funding Source:  General fund, grants, donations. 

Location:  Throughout the Township. 

Justification:  Participants at the visioning meeting 
determined that filling in gaps in the existing 
sidewalks/trails system was relatively easy to 
accomplish, and would provide a significant benefit to 
Township residents. 

Action #2:  Design and Implement 
High-Priority Pathways/Trails.  

Design and implement the high-priority pathways/ 
trails identified on the Community Facilities Map on 
page 24.  This includes ten miles of pathways in the 
first five-year planning period.  These segments 
include the following: 

Table 25 High-Priority Trail Segments 

Segment Location 
 

Length Estimated 
Cost 

1. Downey Lake Pines 
Park 1.0 miles $10,000 

2. N. Duck Lake Road 0.5 miles $158,400 
3. Harvey Lake Road 0.25 miles $79,200 
4. Highland Road (M-59) 3.0 miles $950,400 
5. Livingston Road 1.5 miles $475,200 
6. Milford Road 3.0 miles $950,400 
7. E. Wardlow Road 1.0 miles $316,800 
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Downey Lake Pines Park 

Downey Lake Pines Park is a thirty-six acre, 
undeveloped park owned by Charter Township of 
Highland. The five year plan includes one mile of 
mowed, shared use park path. 

N. Duck Lake Road 

N. Duck Lake Road has one half mile of existing five 
foot wide sidewalk near the intersection of Highland 
Road. Charter Township of Highland proposes a 
safety/side path or sidewalk along N. Duck Lake Road 
from Highland Road north to E. Wardlow Road. If 
needed; Division Street, a platted, but undeveloped 
street or Waterbury Road could serve as possible 
alternatives. 

Harvey lake Road 

The five year plan includes a quarter of a mile 
safety/side path from Highland Road south to E. 
Livingston Road. 

Highland Road (M-59) 

Highland Road has two miles of safety/side path 
ranging from eight to ten feet wide, one half mile of 
four to six feet wide sidewalk and six miles of refuge 
lane. The five year plan includes a continuous eight to 
ten feet wide safety/side path along the north side, 
the entire length and on the south side at the three 
major intersections at Duck Lake Road, Milford Road 
and Hickory Ridge Road to connect the existing 
businesses. Highland Township will investigate the 
need for midblock crossings and improved pedestrian 
crossings along Highland Road. 

Livingston Road 

Livingston Road has one half mile of existing four to 
five feet wide sidewalks. The five year plan includes a 
continuous six to eight feet wide sidewalk on both 
sides of Livingston Road from Highland Road east to 
Eleanor Street. The proposed path would continue 
east to Harvey Lake Road as a minimum eight feet 
wide safety/side path or a trail with an equestrian 
component. 

Milford Road 

Milford Road has areas of existing four to six feet 
wide sidewalks on both sides of the street. The five 
year plan includes a continuous sidewalk along 
Milford Road from Middle Road south to Briarwood. 
The sidewalk is planned on both sides of Milford 
Road and will be six to eight feet wide. 

E. Wardlow Road 

E. Wardlow Road has no existing pathways.  The five 
year plan includes a continuous pathway along the 
north side of E. Wardlow Road from N. Duck Lake 
Road west to Vero Drive. The Plan also includes less 
than one half mile of sidewalk from Vero Drive north 
west to connect with Spring Mills Elementary School. 

Plan implementation: To be determined. 

Funding Source:  General fund, grants, donations. 

Location:  Throughout the Township. 

Justification:  Trails that can be used for bicycling, 
walking, jogging, horseback riding, and other non-
motorized uses and were the top priority identified at 
the Township visioning session and survey.  Non-
motorized access from residential areas of the 
Township to the parks and other destinations were 
also a high priority.  Trails would also support one of 
the top recreation activities (exercise walking) as 
shown nationally as the top recreation activity.  
Supporting this activity will also encourage physical 
activity of the growing senior population of the 
Township. 

Action #3:  Look for Partnership 
Opportunities to Implement Longer-
Term Pathway/Trail Priorities.  

During the development process, or in partnership 
with other local jurisdictions, look for opportunities 
to implement the longer-term priority pathways/trails 
as identified on the Community Facilities Map on page 
24.  This would add an additional seventeen miles of 
new pathways throughout the community. These 
segments include the following: 
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Table 26 Longer-Term Priority Trail 
Segments 

Segment Location 
 

Length Estimated 
Cost 

1. Clyde Road 5.5 miles $6,600,000 
2. N. Duck Lake Road 1.5 miles $475,200 
3. Milford Road 1.5 miles $475,200 
4. Harvey Lake Road 3.0 miles $950,400 
5. N. Hickory Ridge Road 3.0 miles $3,600,000 
6. W. Highland Road  
 (M-59) 1.0 mile $316,800 

7. E. Livingston Road 1.5 miles $1,800,000 

Clyde Road 

Clyde Road is paved from Milford Road west to 
Mallards Landing, and gravel west to Tipsico Lake 
Road.  It currently has no existing paths. Clyde Road 
is a connector to Hickory Ridge Pines Township Park 
and Highland Oaks County Park. The Township has a 
Consent Judgment with American Aggregates that 
states that, with the signatures of the majority of the 
affected property owners, a petition can be 
forwarded requesting the construction of a safety 
path on N. Hickory Ridge and Clyde Roads, along the 
Haul Route. The ten year plan includes 5.5 miles of 
safety/side path or trail along Clyde Road to Rose 
Center Road.  The pathway will be a minimum of 
eight feet wide along with an equestrian component. 

N. Duck Lake Road 

The ten year plan includes expansion of the pathway 
on N. Duck Lake Road from E. Wardlow Road north 
to connect to the Rose Center Road pathway. 

Milford Road 

The ten year plan includes finishing the pathway along 
the full length of Milford Road. 

Harvey Lake Road 

The ten year plan includes a pathway along Harvey 
Lake Road from Highland Road north to Highland 
Oaks County Park in conjunction with Oakland 
County’s Pathway Plan as illustrated on page 14. The 

proposed path from Highland Road north to White 
Lake/N. Milford intersection would be a six to eight 
feet wide safety/side path or sidewalk. The ten year 
plan also includes a minimum eight feet wide 
safety/side path or trail with an equestrian 
component north to Highland Oaks County Park. 

N. Hickory Ridge Road 

N. Hickory Ridge Road has no existing paths. The ten 
year plan includes a safety/side path or trail along N. 
Hickory Ridge Road from Highland Road north to 
Clyde Road. The safety/side path may possibly be 
installed under the Consent Judgment with American 
Aggregates. The pathway would be a minimum of ten 
feet wide and have an equestrian component. 

W. Highland Road (M-59) 

The ten year plan includes an extension of the 
safety/side path on W. Highland Road from Hickory 
Ridge Road west to Tipsico Lake Road. 

E. Livingston Road 

The ten year plan includes a pathway along E. 
Livingston Road from Harvey Lake Road to Duck 
Lake Road in conjunction with the Oakland County 
Pathway Concept Plan as illustrated on page 14. The 
proposed path will be a minimum 8’ wide side/safety 
path or a trail with an equestrian component. 

Plan implementation: To be determined. 

Funding Source:  General fund, grants, donations. 

Location:  Throughout the Township. 

Justification:  Trails that can be used for bicycling, 
walking, jogging, horseback riding, and other non-
motorized uses and were the top priority identified at 
the Township visioning session and survey.  Non-
motorized access from residential areas of the 
Township to the parks and other destinations were 
also a high priority.  Trails would also support one of 
the top recreation activities (exercise walking) as 
shown nationally as the top recreation activity.  
Supporting this activity will also encourage physical 
activity of the growing senior population of the 
Township. 
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Action #4:  Revise/create park master 
plans for Hickory Ridge Pines, Duck 
Lake Pines, and Downey Lake Pines 
parks.  

Evaluate and update existing Master Plans for Hickory 
Ridge Pines Park, Duck Lake Pines Park, and Downey 
Lake Pines Park to determine how recreation 
opportunities at the parks can be expanded to better 
meet residents’ needs.  The Plans would be updated 
to include an ecological evaluation of existing natural 
features within the parks, and the potential for nature 
trails, study, preservation, restoration, and 
interpretation.  Trail and pathway connections with 
larger, non-motorized pathways would also be 
evaluated and extensions/connections included in the 
updated plan.  All parks would also be evaluated for 
the addition of a potential a dog park, lacrosse fields, 
play structures, and splash pad, as well as updating the 
universal accessibility of existing facilities if necessary. 

Cost Estimate:  Plan updates:  $15,000 to $20,000 per 
plan.  Plan implementation:  To be determined. 

Funding Source:  General fund, grants, donations. 

Location:  Hickory Ridge Pines Park, Duck Lake Pines 
Park, and Downey Lake Pines Park. 

Justification:  Respondents to the recreation survey 
clearly stated that they preferred the Township to 
expand services at its existing parks, and focus on 
park development.  Results from the visioning 
meeting also directed the Township to continue to 
develop and improve the Township’s parks.     

Action #5:  As part of park master 
planning projects (Action item #4), 
conduct background studies of 
environmental features in and near 
Township parks.  

Using results from the Oakland County Green 
Infrastructure Visioning Project, Oakland County 
natural features data layers, and other sources, work 
with land conservancies to create a plan that 
identifies the most environmentally significant 
properties within the Township, and determine 
methods for preservation. 

Cost Estimate:  Plan development:  $8,000 - $12,000.  
Implementation:  To be determined. 

Funding Source:  General fund, grants, donations. 

Location:  Throughout the Township. 

Justification:  Survey respondents and meeting 
participants determined that environmental 
preservation of key natural features should be a 
priority for the Township to provide opportunities 
for nature activities and study, as well as trail 
locations through undeveloped areas of the 
Township. 

Action #6:  Study baseball/softball 
existing and future needs as part of 
Master Plan for Duck Lake Pines Park.  

In coordination with developing a Master Plan for 
Duck Lake Pines Park, work with various groups to 
evaluate existing baseball and softball field number, 
condition, and maintenance requirements throughout 
the Township against current and expected future 
needs.  Study scheduling demands of the various 
facilities, and determine the best method for 
maximizing use of existing facilities.  Evaluate 
maintenance requirements of existing fields, and 
determine necessary improvements or additional 
facilities needed.  Identify potential sites for 
expansion, expected costs of acquisition, 
development and maintenance, funding, and 
implementation schedule. 

Cost Estimate:  Included in Master Plan costs. 

Funding Source:  General fund, grants, donations. 

Location:  Duck Lake Pines Park. 

Justification:  In both the recreation survey and 
visioning meeting, residents stated that expanding 
services offered at the existing Township parks was a 
priority. 

Action #7:  Expand promotion of the 
Township’s recreation opportunities.  

Develop communication materials and methods to 
better inform Township residents of the recreation 
opportunities available in and near Highland 
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Township.  Evaluate development of a quarterly 
newsletter or information flyer that highlights 
seasonal opportunities, events, and activities for all 
age groups.  Use the newsletter or other print 
materials to promote the Township’s recreation 
opportunities at Township-sponsored events, and 
distribute them via the web and social media.  Expand 
the Township’s website to include information and/or 
links to local recreation facilities and organizations.  
Expand the “information center” at the Township 
Hall to display flyers, schedules, and other 
information about local recreation activities. 

Cost Estimate:  Administrative costs plus $5,000 for 
newsletter. 

Funding Source:  General fund, grants. 

Location:  Not applicable. 

Justification:  Promoting recreation programs in and 
near the Township was identified as a priority at the 
visioning meeting. 

Action #8:  Study existing and future 
soccer needs as part of Master Plan for 
Hickory Ridge Pines Park.  

In coordination with developing a Master Plan for 
Hickory Ridge Pines Park, work with various groups 
to evaluate existing soccer field number, condition, 
and maintenance requirements throughout the 
Township against current and expected future needs.  
Study scheduling demands of the various facilities, and 
determine the best method for maximizing use of 
existing facilities.  Evaluate maintenance requirements 
of existing fields, and determine necessary 
improvements or additional facilities needed.  Identify 
potential sites for expansion, preferably adjacent to 
Hickory Ridge Pines Park, expected costs of 
acquisition, development and maintenance, funding, 
and implementation schedule. 

Cost Estimate:  Included in Master Plan costs. 

Funding Source:  General fund, grants, donations. 

Location:  Hickory Ridge Pines Park. 

Justification:  In both the recreation survey and 
visioning meeting, residents stated that expanding 
services offered at the existing Township parks was a 
priority. 

Action #9:  Examine current rate 
structure for recreation programs to 
make them more affordable.  

The Parks and Recreation Committee will examine 
the current rate structure of existing recreation 
programming, and identify areas where costs to 
residents could be minimized or reduced. 

Cost Estimate:  Administrative costs. 

Funding Source:  General fund. 

Location:  Not applicable. 

Justification:  Results of the recreation survey indicate 
that residents expect the Township to provide 
recreation facilities and services through Township 
revenue rather than a fee-based system.  This result 
also implies that the Township maximize the use of 
its facilities and secure additional funding for facilities 
from outside sources. 

Action #10:  Investigate merits of 
hiring a Recreation Director.  

The Parks and Recreation Committee will identify 
and evaluate the merits of hiring a Parks and 
Recreation Director.   

Cost Estimate:  Administrative costs. 

Funding Source:  General fund. 

Location:  Not applicable. 

Justification:  Township residents have indicated 
through the visioning meeting and recreation survey 
that they want additional recreation programming 
provided by the Township.  This will require 
organization and oversight by a qualified recreation 
professional. 
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Implementation Strategies 
To accomplish the recommended actions during the 
next five years, it will be necessary to secure 
adequate funding.  The current budget provides only 
a fraction of the funds required.  Therefore, the 
following strategies are recommended: 

Public Support for Parks 

Public support for parks and recreation will be crucial 
in determining the level of services and facilities the 
Township will be able to provide in the future.  A 
specific park or project millage over a limited period 
could be sought for particular projects such as trail 
development or increasing services at existing parks. 

Grant Opportunities 

The Land and Water Conservation Fund and the 
Natural Resources Trust Fund continue to be the 
major funding sources for parkland acquisition and 
development in Michigan. 

Other funding is available through other 
governmental divisions, such as the Fisheries Division 
(Inland Fisheries Grant Program) or the Forestry 
Division (Detroit Edison Tree Planting Grants). 

In addition, the Michigan Department of 
Transportation Enhancement Fund is available for the 
development of non-motorized pathways within road 
right-of-ways, for rails-to-trails projects, and for 
historic preservation projects.  There are also a 
number of smaller grant programs available for the 
establishment of trails and pathways or trail related 
facilities such as Bikes Belong Coalition. 

Other Funding Sources 

The community should continue to investigate 
additional sources of funding.  Seeking donations, 
attracting sponsors, holding fund raising events, and 
seeking out other revenue sources are methods that 
have been used successfully to raise funding for parks 
and recreation improvements in other communities. 
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Q1 From the following list of parks or

facilities, please tell us how often you used

each in the past year?

Answered: 219 Skipped: 0

Hickory Ridge

Pines (Hicko...

Duck Lake

Pines (Duck...

Veteran's Park

(Livingston ...

Highland

Station Park...
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Downey Lake

Park (Highla...

Highland State

Recreation A...

Highland Oaks

(Milford Road)

Highland Hills

Golf Club...
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60.10%

122

29.06%

59

1.97%

4

5.91%

12

2.96%

6

 

203

46.34%

95

30.24%

62

8.29%

17

4.39%

9

10.73%

22

 

205

57.56%

118

29.76%

61

8.78%

18

2.44%

5

1.46%

3

 

205

77.23%

156

18.81%

38

2.48%

5

0.50%

1

0.99%

2

 

202

87.31%

172

9.64%

19

0.51%

1

1.02%

2

1.52%

3

 

197

27.49%

58

36.97%

78

16.59%

35

7.11%

15

11.85%

25

 

211

64.80%

127

23.47%

46

7.65%

15

1.53%

3

2.55%

5

 

196

69.46%

141

16.75%

34

7.39%

15

2.46%

5

3.94%

8

 

203

83.92%

167

8.54%

17

2.01%

4

1.01%

2

4.52%

9

 

199

Never 1 to 5 times 6 to 10 times 11 to 20 times More than 20 times

Prestwick

Village Golf...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

 Never 1 to 5 times 6 to 10 times 11 to 20 times More than 20 times Total

Hickory Ridge Pines (Hickory Ridge Road)

Duck Lake Pines (Duck Lake Road)

Veteran's Park (Livingston St. and John St.)

Highland Station Park (M-59 and Milford Road)

Downey Lake Park (Highland Road and Milford Road)

Highland State Recreation Area (M-59)

Highland Oaks (Milford Road)

Highland Hills Golf Club (Oakland Drive)

Prestwick Village Golf Club (Inverness Road)
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Q2 On a scale from 1 (very satisfied) to 4

(very dissatisfied), please rate your

satisfaction with Township parks.

Answered: 197 Skipped: 22

23.35%

46

30.96%

61

4.06%

8

3.05%

6

38.58%

76

 

197

 

3.03

30.46%

60

30.46%

60

5.08%

10

3.55%

7

30.46%

60

 

197

 

2.73

26.40%

52

27.41%

54

9.14%

18

1.52%

3

35.53%

70

 

197

 

2.92

Hickory Ridge

Pines (Hicko...

Duck Lake

Pines (Duck...

Veteran's park

(Livingston ...

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

 1 - Very

Satisfied

2 - Somewhat

Satisfied

3 - Somewhat

Dissatisfied

4 - Very

Dissatisfied

Don't

Know

Total Weighted

Average

Hickory Ridge Pines (Hickory

Ridge Road)

Duck Lake Pines (Duck Lake

Road)

Veteran's park (Livingston St. and

John St.)
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25.64% 50

15.38% 30

63.08% 123

5.13% 10

70.77% 138

37.44% 73

34.36% 67

34.87% 68

Q3 Which of the following recreation

facilities in Township parks do you or your

family use?

Answered: 195 Skipped: 24

Baseball /

Softball Fields

Basketball

Courts

Paved Trails

Inline Skating

Nature Trails

Passive Nature

Areas

Picnic

Pavilions /...

Play

Structures /...

Soccer Fields

Tennis Courts

Volleyball

Courts

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Answer Choices Responses

Baseball / Softball Fields

Basketball Courts

Paved Trails

Inline Skating

Nature Trails

Passive Nature Areas

Picnic Pavilions / Shelters and Grills

Play Structures / Equipment
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14.36% 28

10.77% 21

5.13% 10

Total Respondents: 195  

# Other (please specify) Date

1 horseshoe pits 11/2/2015 7:40 PM

2 disc golf course and skate parks 11/2/2015 6:02 PM

3 Concerts/etc. in Veteran's Park 11/2/2015 4:12 PM

4 None 11/1/2015 9:53 PM

5 Lacrosse 10/27/2015 7:55 PM

6 Milford hs field lacrosse 10/27/2015 6:49 PM

7 lacrosse fields 10/27/2015 4:14 PM

8 Lacrosse 10/27/2015 4:12 PM

9 lacrosse fields would be nice 10/27/2015 3:48 PM

10 bicycle trails 10/24/2015 12:25 PM

11 Taking care of a sick husband so can't use any of the parks. 10/23/2015 4:01 PM

12 none of the above, the State Park has the needs of our family covered. It seems current township facilities are

generally under used, except for a few peak times. Which any facility will have. Are any new additions able to be

financially viable, or will they need additional public support?

10/22/2015 6:28 PM

13 Horse Trails 10/18/2015 10:33 PM

14 None 10/18/2015 10:14 PM

15 We would use play structures if the parks we use had them. 10/12/2015 7:54 PM

16 Lacrosse 10/3/2015 4:49 PM

17 Need lacrosse fields 9/29/2015 10:07 PM

18 Lacrosse fields 9/29/2015 9:47 PM

19 LAX Fields 9/29/2015 6:45 PM

20 Lacrosse Fields 9/29/2015 3:50 PM

21 Lacrosse Fields 9/29/2015 8:57 AM

22 Lacrosse 9/29/2015 8:51 AM

23 Lacrosse 9/29/2015 8:50 AM

24 we visit none of the above but feel they are an asset to our community for active young families, we had to tick off

something on the list to continue

9/11/2015 8:21 PM

25 none 9/3/2015 11:37 AM

26 none 8/31/2015 3:38 PM

27 Ice skating 8/29/2015 2:40 PM

28 biking, hiking, cross country skiing, sledding 8/27/2015 1:12 PM

29 Fitness equipment 8/26/2015 9:01 PM

30 We need to join with the other townships in getting paved bike paths 8/26/2015 5:42 PM

31 None 8/24/2015 9:57 PM

32 seating 8/24/2015 10:05 AM

33 We use open areas for Lacrosse when needed (there is no dedicated area in the township for LAX) 8/24/2015 8:54 AM

Soccer Fields

Tennis Courts

Volleyball Courts
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34 Snowmobile trails 8/24/2015 8:10 AM

35 None 8/24/2015 6:57 AM

36 Fly radio control planes 8/23/2015 10:16 PM

37 concert venue 8/21/2015 5:58 PM

38 None 8/21/2015 2:18 PM

39 concerts 8/21/2015 1:43 PM
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Q4 Which of the following recreation

facilities in Township parks would you like

to see more of? Please mark THREE in

order of priority

Answered: 187 Skipped: 32

Baseball /

softball Fields

Basketball

Courts

Bocce &

Shuffleboard...

Disc Golf

Course

Dog Park

Fishing Dock
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Ice Skating

Rink

Lacrosse Fields

Mountain

Biking Paths

Multipurpose

Trails...

Passive Nature

Areas

Picnic

Structures

Play

Structures /...
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First Choice Second Choice Third Choice

Sand

Volleyball...

Skateboard Park

Soccer Fields

Splash Pad

Tennis Courts

Volleyball

Courts

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
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40.00%

6

13.33%

2

46.67%

7

 

15

0.00%

0

62.50%

5

37.50%

3

 

8

33.33%

3

44.44%

4

22.22%

2

 

9

35.71%

10

35.71%

10

28.57%

8

 

28

38.89%

21

31.48%

17

29.63%

16

 

54

22.22%

6

48.15%

13

29.63%

8

 

27

31.03%

9

41.38%

12

27.59%

8

 

29

76.92%

20

11.54%

3

11.54%

3

 

26

7.41%

2

59.26%

16

33.33%

9

 

27

55.05%

60

27.52%

30

17.43%

19

 

109

38.46%

15

28.21%

11

33.33%

13

 

39

11.76%

2

58.82%

10

29.41%

5

 

17

33.33%

15

33.33%

15

33.33%

15

 

45

0.00%

0

40.00%

2

60.00%

3

 

5

22.22%

4

27.78%

5

50.00%

9

 

18

0.00%

0

50.00%

2

50.00%

2

 

4

21.43%

9

21.43%

9

57.14%

24

 

42

8.33%

1

33.33%

4

58.33%

7

 

12

0.00%

0

33.33%

2

66.67%

4

 

6

# Other (please specify) Date

1 Don't know what. 10/23/2015 4:51 PM

2 Horse trails 10/22/2015 8:13 PM

3 there are many great outdoor recreation opportunities in our community. We need to remember the facilities that

Huron Valley Schools has to offer.

10/22/2015 6:33 PM

4 Horse Trails 10/18/2015 10:34 PM

5 Horse trails 10/3/2015 2:18 PM

6 Campinging 9/28/2015 10:53 AM

 First Choice Second Choice Third Choice Total

Baseball / softball Fields

Basketball Courts

Bocce & Shuffleboard Courts

Disc Golf Course

Dog Park

Fishing Dock

Ice Skating Rink

Lacrosse Fields

Mountain Biking Paths

Multipurpose Trails (Walking, Biking, Exercise Stations)

Passive Nature Areas

Picnic Structures

Play Structures / Equipment (Climbing, Slides, Swings)

Sand Volleyball Courts

Skateboard Park

Soccer Fields

Splash Pad

Tennis Courts

Volleyball Courts
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7 Bike and walking paths along Highland roads. Not Sidewalks. 9/16/2015 5:11 PM

8 Playscape park at the library site. 9/11/2015 12:05 PM

9 Water park 8/31/2015 3:39 PM

10 I would like to see some kind of unique park that might draw people to our area or be something to take people to

when we have visitors. We have a lovely library but we need more than just one place to go when you relatives visit.

8/29/2015 2:42 PM

11 Bike trails 8/26/2015 5:43 PM

12 More snowmobile trails 8/24/2015 8:12 AM

13 designated flying area for radio controlled planes 8/23/2015 10:19 PM

14 SIDEWALKS OR PATHS CONNECTING HIGHLAND TO MILFORD 8/21/2015 3:01 PM

15 How can you have a fishing dock when there are on lakes or rivers in the parks? 8/21/2015 2:19 PM

16 before the township adds more options, fix DLP's basketball and tennis courts. Shortly after they were repaireda few

years back, the ground cracked and remains a danger to possible users. The soccer club and baseball clubs better

maintain the grounds they utilize. Implement a consistent maintenance program for the parkland you are stewards of

and stop figuring ways to spen other peoples money.

8/21/2015 1:40 PM

17 None 8/21/2015 1:32 PM

18 Motorcycle trails 8/21/2015 1:06 PM
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7.07% 13

23.91% 44

17.39% 32

5.43% 10

4.35% 8

21.74% 40

26.63% 49

Q5 Please check all the reasons that

prevent you or other members of your

household from using Township parks or

recreation facilities?

Answered: 184 Skipped: 35

Facilities are

not well...

Desired

facility not...

Facilities do

not have the...

Security is

insufficient

Health problems

Use services

of other...

I do not know

locations of...

Availability

of parking

I do not know

what is bein...

Facilities

operating ho...

Don't have time

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Answer Choices Responses

Facilities are not well maintained

Desired facility not offered

Facilities do not have the right equipment

Security is insufficient

Health problems

Use services of other organizations

I do not know locations of facilities
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4.35% 8

38.04% 70

3.26% 6

33.15% 61

Total Respondents: 184  

# Other (please specify) Date

1 No township horse trails. No township children's playground/park. No dog park. 10/22/2015 8:15 PM

2 Preferred activity is Swimming. Available through HVS. 9/16/2015 5:12 PM

3 Even though we do not use Veteran's Park on Livingston driving by it is always well maintained and pretty. It is

important to acknowledge and honor our service people.

9/11/2015 8:24 PM

4 Do not have a reason for not going other than I like using the larger space that Highland Rec offers. 9/10/2015 10:04 PM

5 no desire to 9/3/2015 11:38 AM

6 We really need a dog park 9/1/2015 10:58 AM

7 Current park facilities are not in a high traffic area. 8/29/2015 2:43 PM

8 need to drive a car, would prefer to bike to some of the parks 8/27/2015 1:14 PM

9 The location of the parks is a problem. They are not located near anything close to our normal route. Something on the

library grounds would be preferable.

8/26/2015 9:36 AM

10 None of the above - selected "time" so could move on with survey 8/23/2015 9:44 PM

11 Nicer available at Milford parks 8/23/2015 9:22 PM

12 Some have horrible locations, ie M59 & Milford rd.... 8/21/2015 10:55 PM

13 I don't have a reason. I use the facilities 8/21/2015 6:01 PM

14 No motorcycle trails 8/21/2015 1:07 PM

Availability of parking

I do not know what is being offered

Facilities operating hours not convenient

Don't have time
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Q6 In your opinion, how important are the

following for Township parks and

recreation services?

Answered: 182 Skipped: 37

Maintaining

and...

Developing

indoor...

Developing a

Township-wid...

Acquiring

and/or...
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54.55%

96

32.95%

58

9.09%

16

2.27%

4

1.14%

2

 

176

22.81%

39

23.98%

41

27.49%

47

23.39%

40

2.34%

4

 

171

55.06%

98

28.65%

51

6.74%

12

8.99%

16

0.56%

1

 

178

31.40%

54

18.60%

32

23.26%

40

23.26%

40

3.49%

6

 

172

# Other (please specify) Date

1 Why is biking mentioned and horse friendly trails not mentioned ? 10/18/2015 10:36 PM

2 Have open spaces that are not used put in some camping areas 9/28/2015 10:56 AM

3 Leave indoor athletic and recreational facilities to local business and the HVS system. 9/16/2015 5:12 PM

4 Our area has a lot of spaces now that isn't fully used. The ball park on Duck Lake Rd. is amazing and there seems to

be a great deal of use and pride in that facility

9/11/2015 8:27 PM

5 Perhaps adding a park area on the grounds near the post office would be visible from the road. 8/29/2015 2:45 PM

6 I would love a paved path that connects Axford acres with highland Rec or another trail system 8/23/2015 10:25 PM

7 Taking care of the bike paths we do have, they are in extremely poor condition 8/23/2015 9:44 PM

8 SIDEWALKS OR PATHS ALONG MILFORD RD CONNECTING HIGHLAND TO MILFORD 8/21/2015 3:01 PM

9 Again, take care of what the township is responsible for instead of coming up with more stuff you won't maintain. 8/21/2015 1:44 PM

10 Motorcycle trails 8/21/2015 1:08 PM

Very Important Important Somewhat Important Not Important

No Opinion

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

 Very

Important

Important Somewhat

Important

Not

Important

No

Opinion

Total

Maintaining and upgrading/renovating existing parks

Developing indoor recreation facilities

Developing a Township-wide system of pathways & trails for walking

and biking

Acquiring and/or developing new parks and open spaces
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80.56% 145

19.44% 35

Q7 Should existing parks be improved?

Answered: 180 Skipped: 39

Total 180

Yes

No

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Answer Choices Responses

Yes

No
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30.99% 53

59.06% 101

24.56% 42

71.93% 123

Q8 What other sources of revenue should

Township administration consider to

improve parks and recreation facilities?

Answered: 171 Skipped: 48

Total Respondents: 171  

User Fees

Public-Private

Partnerships

Dedicated

Millage

Grants

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Answer Choices Responses

User Fees

Public-Private Partnerships

Dedicated Millage

Grants
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89.14% 156

10.86% 19

Q9 I am a:

Answered: 175 Skipped: 44

Total 175

Highland

Township...

Non-Resident

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Answer Choices Responses

Highland Township Resident

Non-Resident
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2.35% 4

5.29% 9

11.18% 19

28.82% 49

45.29% 77

7.06% 12

Q10 If a Highland Township resident, I have

lived in Highland Township for:

Answered: 170 Skipped: 49

Total 170

Less than one

year

1 to 3 years

4 to 10 years

11 to 20 years

More than 20

years

I do not live

in Highland...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Answer Choices Responses

Less than one year

1 to 3 years

4 to 10 years

11 to 20 years

More than 20 years

I do not live in Highland Township
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38.42% 68

11.30% 20

29.94% 53

13.56% 24

6.78% 12

Q11 The number of children in your

household is:

Answered: 177 Skipped: 42

Total 177

Zero

One

Two

Three

Four or more

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Answer Choices Responses

Zero

One

Two

Three

Four or more
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34.66% 61

65.34% 115

Q12 My gender is:

Answered: 176 Skipped: 43

Total 176

Male

Female

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Answer Choices Responses

Male

Female
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0.56% 1

8.47% 15

81.92% 145

9.04% 16

Q13 My age is:

Answered: 177 Skipped: 42

Total 177

Under 17 years

old

18 - 34 years

old

35 - 64 years

old

65 years or

older

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Answer Choices Responses

Under 17 years old

18 - 34 years old

35 - 64 years old

65 years or older
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Q14 Please use this space for additional

comments you may have on Highland

Township parks and recreation:

Answered: 61 Skipped: 158

# Responses Date

1 I'd eventually like to see High Rec offer water/electric hookups in its campground. Albeit costly, I'd like it if the

hockey/ice skating rink at Duck Lake be maintained in the winter. Would've been nice if we were able to keep the

gymnasium at Highland Middle on John Street for year round indoor recreation. A hiking/biking trail system (connected

to Milford's and/or other neighboring areas) would be sweet!

11/2/2015 7:54 PM

2 county wide bike/walking paths are most important to me 11/2/2015 7:32 PM

3 I appreciate the resources that we have. Although my husband and I don't have children at home anymore, I see the

value in having a strong parks system in our community.

11/2/2015 4:18 PM

4 enforce or limit use by residents and guest of residents only. more garbage cans. 11/2/2015 12:25 PM

5 Although I am glad that "parks" have been developed to make the township have more pleasant appearance, I have to

leave the township to take my grandkids to a park where there is a any kind of play structure to play.

11/2/2015 8:51 AM

6 Bark Park facilities are very popular at Oakland Co parks. Often see the parks almost empty except for the Bark Park

(Lyon oaks). Small up front cost for a fence is all that is needed.

10/31/2015 5:58 PM

7 I would like to see the bike trail extended all the way to Tipsico Lake Road 10/25/2015 2:48 PM

8 Need to be connected to regional recreational trail system 10/24/2015 12:28 PM

9 They are an important part of community. Do not take them away. Keep them clean. 10/23/2015 1:03 PM

10 Highland is beautiful and we have beautiful park spaces. Improving and connecting those spaces is important.

Including horse access would be helpful.

10/22/2015 8:18 PM

11 Recreation areas in Highland are fine. If it's not broken don't fix it. 10/22/2015 7:44 PM

12 Highland Township is a great place to live and raise a family. But I believe that in the area of recreation we have that

covered. We should take good care of the parks we have and keep them 'fresh' for the people who use them regularly.

But it does not seem to be a need to expand those facilities.

10/22/2015 6:43 PM

13 We are somewhat new to the area- just moved here in late June. We look forward to exploring with our girls, ages 1 &

3. :)

10/19/2015 11:42 AM

14 I dont understand why horse trails were not mentioned one time in this survey. 10/18/2015 10:38 PM

15 Worthless survey 10/18/2015 10:17 PM

16 I utilize different township parks and and welcome others using ours. I worry about the message it sends to residents

of other townships if we start insisting a fee be paid.

10/12/2015 8:11 PM

17 I live on the northside of the township and value the outdoor opportunities. I use the metroparks and stateparks as

well. I welcome people from other communities using the parks we pay to maintain, and use parks from other

communities when convenient for me. When checked the box that says the parks should be improved, I am afraid a

no answer will be taken as parks do not need to be maintained. I like them now and would not object to making them

better, but please do not let them go. We use the soccer fields a lot. Last year the they were great. Could use some

more watering this year.

10/8/2015 1:23 PM

18 I've lived here for 13 years and I don't know much about Highland parks. You should send out more communications

to residents.

10/5/2015 10:53 PM

19 I'd like to see better advertising on our facilities especially when there are events. 10/5/2015 8:20 PM

20 I see a real need for lacrosse fields it is a greats port many play but can't play in their own township. 9/29/2015 10:13 PM

21 Lacrosse is very popular. Would love to see the township embrace it. 9/29/2015 9:51 PM

22 Older children would like the mountain bike/hiking trails. Younger children would LOVE a skate park. 9/29/2015 6:50 PM
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23 It would be great to have lacrosse fields in the community - this is a quickly developing sport & it would bring people

into our community.

9/29/2015 8:52 AM

24 Duck Lake needs more tree/vine cutting 9/24/2015 12:04 PM

25 question 7 is arbitrary. What kind of improvement are we talking about? question 8 should include fund raising as an

option. Survey is too vague. No Millage, Please!!!

9/16/2015 5:28 PM

26 The township is doing a great job with what we have for recreation we are just lucky enough to live in an area of some

great state and Metro parks that we tend to go to rather than our township spaces. My husband uses Island Lake and

Kensington daily it would be hard for the twp. to have the same types of advantages these larger parks offer.

9/11/2015 8:31 PM

27 I love our parks and Highland Twp is doing a pretty good job maintaining them without increasing our taxes. That is

appreciated.

9/11/2015 1:41 PM

28 Would it be possible to get a park by the library? It would be great fun to play and get a book in the same area! 9/11/2015 1:38 PM

29 I moved here long ago partially because of the fact that Highland offered a "green oasis" along the M59 corridor. I

believe that others will find this very attractive and choose to either live here or make it a destination to come to as

well.

9/10/2015 10:12 PM

30 Paved & maintained bike trails that tie into other bike trails. We should be able to bike to library, grocery stores, post

office & farmer's market. It is hit & miss now. Roads are not biker friendly & no bike lane on them. No enforcement of

bad driving on roads.

9/10/2015 5:37 PM

31 the survey is faulty in that it would not let me leave some questions blank 9/3/2015 11:39 AM

32 I would use a dog park almost daily 9/1/2015 11:01 AM

33 A nice township pool with a few water slides would be nice. Yearly passes could be sold to cover costs. Or a outdoor

concert pavilion

8/31/2015 3:41 PM

34 Some time and money needs to be spent on informing residents where all these parks are located and what they have

to offer. I haven't even heard of some of these parks and I've lived here for 16 years! Also, don't call that small piece of

land on the corner of M-59 and MIlford Road a park . . it's not, it's not safe to play there and there's nothing to do.

8/29/2015 7:58 AM

35 The tennis courts off duck Lake Road are in really bad shape what a shame nothing has been done about that!!! 8/28/2015 3:48 PM

36 More trails to connect parks to subdivisions and houses. 8/27/2015 1:16 PM

37 Soccer field restrooms/snack area never open. Parking area maintenance could be better. 8/26/2015 9:25 PM

38 I wish I could travel trails from one green space to the next. We don't have enough travel pathways through the

township.

8/26/2015 9:07 PM

39 Need to get a better board to manage Duck Lake Pines ball fields. I agree the cosmetic work is done yearly, but

infrastructure maintenance is shoddy and poorly done on the fields. Weeds are not properly maintained, fencing is in

poor repair in spots causing risk of injury on the backstops, and complete safety netting is not installed.

8/26/2015 1:59 PM

40 I would love to have a building at highland rec that could accommodate a summer camp program for huron valley

schools like the one at proud lake.

8/24/2015 9:55 PM

41 Dog park, ice skating, sledding, shooting range 8/24/2015 8:37 PM

42 We have parks that nobody knows about in the northern part of the township. They are great parks but have only

limited activities and the existing activities are way under utilized.

8/24/2015 3:14 PM

43 I would love tennis courts and walking trails! 8/24/2015 10:15 AM

44 Highland has provided my family and me with a number of great opportunities over the years. It would be nice to see

the addition of lacrosse playing space in the mix of our fields; the sport has grown significantly in the past few years

and many of our Highland players are seeking places to play outside of Highland because of what is offered. Lacrosse

needs a place to grow and be nurtured.

8/24/2015 8:59 AM

45 Love the parks. 8/24/2015 8:15 AM

46 My husband and I have a second home in Highland. We are very active and workout 5-6 days per week. We are

unaware of state park locations.

8/24/2015 7:11 AM

47 I think Highland needs a dog park. The old Highland Jr High location would be perfect. Put up a fence and charge a

fee.

8/24/2015 12:15 AM

48 Would love to see a skate park as Milford failed their skate park group so horribly. 8/23/2015 10:40 PM
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49 I came to highland from Hamburg/dexter area and saw first hand how much our community benefited from a paved

trail along m36. Would live something similar in Highland. We have beautiful parks and it be nice to be able to get to

them by walking or biking rather than driving.

8/23/2015 10:27 PM

50 I think Highland needs to have dedicated bike trails, this would be used by many. The bike path along M-59 are very

unsafe.

8/23/2015 9:55 PM

51 Very fortunate to live in a town with so many parks, my children are grown so they do not use the sports facilities any

longer. We are starting over with grands and would love to see a few more playgrounds

8/23/2015 9:50 PM

52 Playground equipment is awful and dangerous at duck lake pines. 8/23/2015 9:26 PM

53 We need swings and better age appropriate play equipment at duck lake park! 8/23/2015 9:24 PM

54 Would love to see a dog park 8/23/2015 9:11 PM

55 We would love to see more trails for running/hiking. We were sort of disappointed that when Hickory Ridge was

repaved they didn't include a wider lane for biking/hiking. I know that was considered a part of the plan, but have you

ever been walking on that road when a semi drives by? Scary!

8/21/2015 11:03 PM

56 :) SIDEWALKS OR PATHS CONNECTING HIGHLAND TO MILFORD WOULD BE WONDERFUL. 8/21/2015 3:04 PM

57 How can you include Highland Hills golf course, Prestwicke golf course or the state park when they are not Highland

Township parks? Why would this include that little thing at the corner of 59 in Milford Road, veterans Park or that little

thing at Livingston and Milford Road?

8/21/2015 2:26 PM

58 I don't appreciate the survey's multiple choice questions leaving out a 'don't agree' option. Do you really want to know

what residents think or do you only want to hear from individuals who want more tax supported entities?

8/21/2015 1:54 PM

59 We do not need more parks!! We pay taxes for state and county parks and services! 8/21/2015 1:36 PM

60 Keep up the great work! Higland matters! 8/21/2015 1:35 PM

61 Helen has wonderful facilities. I'm excited that the township is continuing the tradition of improving offering more to the

residence.

8/13/2015 10:03 AM
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February 18, 2016 
 
Mr. William Parkus 
Regional Review Office 
Southeast Michigan Council of Governments 
Suite 1400 
1001 Woodward Ave. 
Detroit, MI  48226 
parkus@semcog.org  
 
Re:   Highland Township 2016‐2020 Recreation Master Plan 
 
Dear Mr. Parkus: 
 
The attached Highland Township 2016‐2020 Recreation Master Plan was adopted by the 
Township Board on February 10, 2016.  The plan will be sent to the Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources for their review and approval. 
 
The plan will be subject to further review and updates as deemed necessary by the Highland 
Township Board of Trustees. 
 
Please feel free to contact Highland Township or myself if you have any comments regarding 
this plan.  The Grants Section requests that you copy any comments directly to them at: Grants 
Management, Michigan Department of Natural Resources, P.O. Box 30425, Lansing MI  48909‐
7925. 
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
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Township Board on February 10, 2016.  The plan will be sent to the Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources for their review and approval. 
 
The plan will be subject to further review and updates as deemed necessary by the Highland 
Township Board of Trustees. 
 
Please feel free to contact Highland Township or myself if you have any comments regarding 
this plan.  The Grants Section requests that you copy any comments directly to them at: Grants 
Management, Michigan Department of Natural Resources, P.O. Box 30425, Lansing MI  48909‐
7925. 
 
Thank you for your consideration, 

 
 
Cc:  Rick Hamill, Supervisor 
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