
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF HIGHLAND 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

APPROVED MINUTES 
April 3, 2013 

 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL: Margie Brockway, Chairperson 

James Gorman, Vice Chairperson 
Mary Michaels 
Eugene Beach, absent 
Robert Hoffman 

  Jacob Probe, absent 
  David Gerathy 
 

Karen Beardsley, Recording Secretary 
 
Visitors:  3 
 
Ms. Michaels took the roll call.  Ms. Brockway welcomed all present and read the procedures to address 
the board. 
  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
1. CASE NUMBER:  13-02 

COMPLAINT#:  EE13-0014 
ZONING:   R1.5 
PARCEL#:   11-14-100-030 
PROPERTY ADDRESS: 2906 Dunleavy Drive 
APPLICANT:   Johnson, Denny  
OWNER:   Same 
ORDINANCE SECTION: 4.15 
VARIANCE REQUESTED: 9 ft. variance for the side yard setback from 30 ft. to 21 ft. 

    16 ft. variance for the total side yard setback  
from 60 ft. to 44 ft. 

    This variance is for a shed built without a permit. 
 
Ms. Brockway summarized this case and noted that a copy of the complaint was included in the board 
packets.  The complaint was for a shed built without a building permit which initiated this variance 
request.  Also included in the board packets was a copy of a notice sent to the applicant on February 6 that 
additionally, permits had not been pulled for his garage or his deck.  However, she clarified that tonight’s 
case was regarding the shed variance only. 
 
The Applicant agreed to have his case heard before the Zoning Board of Appeals of five members.  He 
also stated he had no further information to add to the information the board had in their packet. 
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Discussion from the Board 
Ms. Michaels began by saying she thought the shed was placed well on the property, in relation to the 
neighboring garage and property line.  Mr. Hoffman agreed.  Discussion ensued regarding the 
interpretation of the side yard setback requirements.  The Board referenced the Zoning Ordinance, Section 
4.15 for clarity:  Mr. Hoffman confirmed that the total of both side yards must be at least 60 ft. with one 
side yard being at least 30 ft. 
 
 
Motion 
Mr. Hoffman made a motion for Case No. 13-2, Parcel #11-14-100-030, to grant variances from 
Ordinance Sections 4.15 to allow a 9 ft. variance for side yard setback from 30 ft. to 21 ft. and a 16 ft. 
variance for the total side yard setback from 60 ft. to 44 ft..  This variance is for a shed.   
 
The following facts and findings are in support of this motion: 
 

• This is an existing lot of record, irregularly shaped bordering east and west by primary roads.  
• The shed would require a variance no matter where it was placed on the property. 
• The shed placement takes into consideration site topography and septic field location. 
• The shed has been placed appropriately on the property, relative to existing structures. 

 
Mr. Gerathy supported and the motion carried with a roll call vote:  Hoffman-yes; Gerathy-yes; Michaels-
yes; Gorman-yes; Brockway-yes. 
 
 
MINUTES 
 
Ms. Michaels moved to approve the minutes of March 6, 2013 as presented.    The motion was supported 
by Mr. Gerathy and carried with a unanimous voice vote (5 yes votes). 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Ms. Michaels moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:52 p.m.  The motion was supported by Mr. Hoffman and 
carried with a unanimous voice vote (5 yes votes). 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Ms. Mary Michaels, Secretary 
MM/kb 
 


