
 

 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF HIGHLAND 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

APPROVED MINUTES 

September 2, 2015 

 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m.  

 

ROLL CALL:   Margie Brockway, Chairperson 

    Mary Michaels, Vice Chairperson  

  Jacob Probe, Secretary - Absent 

  Robert Hoffman 

  Eugene Beach  

  John Miller  

  David Gerathy 

     

  Candace Sereno, Recording Secretary 

 

Visitors:     7            

 

Ms. Michaels, Acting Secretary, took roll call and stated that there was not a full board 

present. Ms. Brockway, the Chairperson, welcomed those present and explained the 

procedure to address the Board. Ms. Brockway informed the applicants that four affirmative 

votes are required to approve a motion.  Ms. Brockway explained that if the applicant’s 

variance request is approved, the minutes of the meeting would be approved on September 

16, 2015 and the building permits can be applied for around the 21st of September. 

 

New Business: 

 

1.           CASE NUMBER:                    15-37                                                                             

              COMPLAINT #:                                    None                             

              ZONING:                                               LV    

              PARCEL #:                                            11-13-428-035     

              PROPERTY ADDRESS:                       1837 Grove St.     

              APPLICANT:                                         Plegge, Henry    

              OWNER:                                                Plegge, Henry   

              VARIANCE REQUESTED:                  1) 7 ft. 11 in. variance from 15 ft. to 8 ft. 

1 in. for the total side yard setback. 

(Section 9.02.B.2) 

This variance is for a deck addition. 

 

Ms. Brockway asked the applicant if he would like to have his case heard.  Mr. Plegge stated 

that he would like to have his case heard. 

 

Discussion from the Applicant:  

 

Mr. Henry Plegge, applicant, 1837 Grove St., Highland, MI was present.  Mr. Dale Phillips, 

2714 Buckingham Ave., Berkley, MI  48072, contractor, was present and explained that the 

existing structure is starting to rot.  It is their plan to extend the deck around the house to 



 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF HIGHLAND 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

September 2, 2015  Page 2 of 4 

 
view the lake.  Mr. Phillips explained that they are trying to come within 5 ft. of the lot line 

and their practical difficulty is that the lot narrows toward the lakefront and the topography 

drops about 15 ft. from the entry level to the lake.  

 

Discussion from the Board: 

 

Mr. Beach pointed out that the math did not add up with what the applicant’s submitted plans 

are showing and to what the variance that is requested on the application.  The plans show 

the deck 5 ft. 1 in. from the property line which is actually a 6 ft. 11 in. variance.  Mr. Beach 

stated that he had no problem with this variance request as the existing deck clearly needs 

replacing and it is about the least amount of variance that is being requested.  Mr. Phillips 

added that this will keep an aisle to the lake and rear yards in case of emergencies. 

 

The rest of the board had no problem with the variance request. 

 

Motion: 

 

Mr. Beach moved in Case No. 15-37, parcel #11-13-428-035, applicant and owner, Henry 

Plegge, to grant the following variance from ordinance section 9.02.B.2, for a 6 ft. 11 in. 

variance for the total side yard setback from the required 15 ft. to the requested 8 ft. 1 in. of 

which 3 ft. will be along the south side yard setback and 5 ft. 1 in. along the north side yard 

setback.  This variance is for the replacement and enlargement of an existing deck per plans 

submitted. 

 

The following facts and findings in support of the motion are as follows: 

 This is an existing lot of record that is irregular in shape, tapering toward the water’s 

edge of White Lake. 

 The house pre-exists the current zoning ordinance. 

 The current small deck or elevated walkway is deteriorated and needs replacing.  The 

applicant would like to expand the deck and have it wrap around the chimney at the 

rear of the house and overlook the lake. 

 The distance from the north property line is consistent with the setback of the 

neighboring home to the north.  

 The deck is open, will not be covered, and should not interfere with neighbor’s views 

of the lake. 

 

Mr. Gerathy supported and the motion carried with a roll call vote:  Hoffman-yes; Miller-yes; 

Beach-yes; Gerathy-yes; Michaels-yes; Brockway-yes.  (6 yes votes) 

 

 

2.           CASE NUMBER:                    15-38                                                                             

              COMPLAINT #:                                    NONE                             

              ZONING:                                               LV    

              PARCEL #:                                            11-15-251-017   

              PROPERTY ADDRESS:                       607 Dunleavy Dr.   
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              APPLICANT:                                         Siljander, Briar   

              OWNER:                                                Siljander, Phil & Debi   

              VARIANCE REQUESTED:                  1) 8 ft. variance from 65 ft. to 57 ft.  

for the ordinary high watermark setback.  

(Section 9.02.D) 

This variance is for a covered deck. 

 

Ms. Brockway asked the applicant if he would like to have his case heard.  Mr. Briar 

Siljander stated that he would like to have his case heard. 

 

Discussion from the Applicant:  

 

Mr. Briar Siljander, applicant, 571 Dunleavy Dr., Highland, MI was present and explained 

that they are looking to add a deck and that it was pretty self-explanatory. 

 

Mr. Paul Huhta, 3564 Bowen Rd. Howell, MI explained that the deck is not actually covered 

but that it is a pergola/lattice style roof that is open to air and some sunlight.  Mr. Siljander 

stated that they have been in contact with the Oakland County Health Department and they 

have approved the deck location as it relates to the septic system. 

 

Discussion from the Board: 

 

Mr. Beach questioned the pergola covered deck and that there is a 6 in. overhang over the 

edge of the deck.  Mr. Beach was just observing why it would be necessary and wanted to 

ensure that, if the variance is granted, it should be in the motion to specify that the deck 

remain open and uncovered. 

 

The board members did not have a problem with the variance request.  

 

Motion: 

 

Mr. Hoffman moved in Case No. 15-38, parcel #11-15-251-017, applicant, Briar Siljander 

and owners Phil & Debi Siljander, to grant the following variance from ordinance section 

9.02.D for an 8 ft. variance from 65 ft. to 57 ft. for the ordinary high watermark setback.  

This variance is for a pergola covered deck and has an overhang to match the architecture of 

the existing home.  The deck will remain open to the weather and will not be shingled per 

plans submitted. 

 

The following facts and findings in support of the motion are as follows: 

 This is an existing lot of record that is small and improved with an existing single 

family home. 

 The variance request will not affect the neighbor’s views of the lake or obstruct air or 

light. 

 The variance request will not otherwise harm or alter the essential characteristics of 

the surrounding homes in the neighborhood. 
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Mr. Beach supported and the motion carried with a roll call vote:  Hoffman-yes; Miller-yes; 

Beach-yes; Gerathy-yes; Michaels-yes; Brockway-yes.  (6 yes votes) 

 

The owner, 607 Dunleavy Dr., Debi Siljander, stated the she was told by the Zoning Staff 

that there was a possibility to have the variance approved tonight and they would be able pick 

up their building permit as soon as tomorrow.  Ms. Brockway explained to the applicant that 

this procedure was understood by the Zoning Board of Appeals to only be used in the case of 

emergency or high urgency situations.  The Zoning Board discussed the option and whether 

this case was appropriate. 

 

Mr. Hoffman moved to grant the immediate approval of the motion to grant the variance in 

Case No. 15-38.  Mr. Beach supported and the motion carried with a roll call vote.  Hoffman-

yes; Miller-yes; Beach-yes; Gerathy-yes; Michaels-no; Brockway-yes (5 yes votes & 1 no 

vote) 

 

The formal written decision was accordingly prepared by Mr. Hoffman. 

 

Minutes: 

 

Mr. Beach made a motion to approve the minutes from August 19, 2015 as corrected.  Mr. 

Gerathy supported and the motion carried with a unanimous voice vote (6 yes votes). 

 

Adjournment: 

At 8:06 p.m. Ms. Michaels moved to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Hoffman supported and the 

motion carried with a unanimous voice vote. (6 yes votes) 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Ms. Mary Michaels, Acting Secretary 

MM/cs 


