
 

 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF HIGHLAND 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

APPROVED MINUTES 

August 16, 2017 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m.  

 

ROLL CALL:   Mary Michaels, Chairperson 

    David Gerathy, Vice Chairperson 

  Jacob Probe, Secretary - Absent 

  Margie Brockway  

  Robert Hoffman 

  Eugene Beach  

  John Miller 

   

     

  Candace Sereno, Recording Secretary 

 

Visitors:     3 

 

Ms. Michaels, the Chairperson, welcomed those present and explained the procedure for 

addressing the Board. Ms. Michaels stated that four affirmative votes are required to approve 

a motion.  The minutes of the meeting will be approved on September 6th and building 

permits can be applied for around the 11th of September. 

 

New Business: 

 

1.           CASE NUMBER:                    17-27  

              COMPLAINT #:                                    None 

              ZONING:                                               R1.5, Single Family Residential 

              PARCEL #:                                            11-09-101-012 

              PROPERTY ADDRESS:                       1865 Clyde 

              APPLICANT:                                         Kadwell, Corinna 

              OWNER:                                                Kadwell, Joseph & Corinna 

              VARIANCE REQUESTED:                  15 ft. variance from required 50 ft.  

rear yard setback to 35 ft. provided 

(Section 4.15 Schedule of Regulations) 

This variance is for garage and 

breezeway. 

 

 

Ms. Michaels asked the applicant if he would like to have his case heard, as there was not a 

full board present.  The applicant stated that he would like to have his case heard. 

 

 

Discussion from the Applicant: 

 

Corinna & Joseph Kadwell, applicant and owners, 1865 Clyde, Highland, MI were present 

and Mr. Kadwell wanted to make sure that everyone saw where the proposed garage was 

going to go.  Ms. Michaels confirmed that all of the board members visited the property.  Mr. 
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Kadwell stated that they would like to have a garage to store things.  The size of the property 

and the required  50 ft. setback makes it very tight.  Topographically there is a slope and with 

the placement of the septic and the 50 ft. setback from the road, this is best location for the 

proposed garage.  

 

Discussion from the Public: 

 

Ms. Elizabeth Bray, 4307 Taggett Lake Dr., Highland, MI was present in support of the 

variance request for a new garage and breezeway. Ms. Bray is the neighbor to the south and 

is closest to the proposed site. She believes the garage and breezeway will increase the 

home’s value and will look very nice.  Mr. Kadwell explained that they have done their best 

to design  the garage to go with the design of the house.   

 

Discussion from the Board: 
 

Mr. Gerathy stated that he visited the property and does not have a problem with the variance 

request. 

 

Ms. Brockway questioned the applicant whether the garage was completely detached.  Mr. 

Kadwell explained that there is an old cellar door that they would like to utilize to reach the 

basement so the garage will be attached with a breezeway. 

 

Mr. Beach stated that this is a substandard lot and the only lot affected by the proposed 

garage is the neighbor to the south and they do not have a problem with it so he does not 

have a problem with the variance request. 

 

Mr. Miller explained that this variance request for a garage fits  into a hierarchy of needs.  

Mr. Miller also suggested that because the variance request is clear cut, to offer a final 

written decision so the does not have to wait until the next meeting for approval of the 

minutes. 

 

Motion: 

 

Mr. Beach made a motion in Case No. 17-27, parcel #11-09-101-012, applicant and owners, 

Joseph & Corinna Kadwell, to grant a variance from Ordinance Section 4.15 Schedule of 

Regulations, for a 15 ft. variance from the required 50 ft. rear yard setback to 35 ft. provided.  

This variance is for a new garage and breezeway per plans submitted. 

 

The following facts and findings in support of the motion are as follows: 

 This is an existing lot of record that is substandard in area for the zone R1.5. 

 The lot is improved with an existing home that has historical features to it. 

 The applicants are proposing to place a new garage in the rear of the property. 

 The proposed variance is not disproportionate to the lot and there is not another 

location on the lot which would permit such a garage to be built.  

 There is not another location that is suitable for visibility and screening. 

 The land on either side of this lot is common area for retention basins and drainage 

and will not be impacted. 
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 The only other neighbor and adjoining parcel is directly to the south, and the owner 

supports the proposed garage. 

 The size and design of the garage is in keeping with both the house on the lot and the 

neighborhood in general. 

 In a general manner, a garage is the second most important improvement on a piece 

of property needed for keeping cars out of the weather and storage. 

 

Mr. Gerathy supported the motion.  Roll call vote: Mr. Hoffman-yes, Mr. Miller-yes, Ms. 

Brockway- yes, Mr. Beach-yes, Mr. Gerathy-yes, Ms. Michaels-yes.  The motion was 

approved with 6 yes votes. 

 

Mr. Beach moved to document the variance request by a formal written decision.  Mr. 

Hoffman supported and the motion carried with a unanimous voice vote (6 yes votes). 

 

Other Business: 

 

Mr. Beach moved to amend the Zoning Board of Appeals bylaws adding section 8.6.d, 

stating that if the applicant fails to take meaningful steps to timely advance a case to a final 

decision that it is in the ZBA’s sole discretion to close the case. 

 

Mr. Hoffman supported the motion and it carried with a unanimous voice vote (6 yes votes). 

 

Ms. Michaels requested that each board member would receive a copy of the amended 

bylaws. 

 

Mr. Miller asked if Mr. Beach would explain the recent amendments to the zoning 

ordinances.  Mr. Beach explained that in the case of accessory structures it clarified the 

height of houses verse accessory structures.It also clarifiedthe procedures on how to apply for 

special uses.  In regards to setback requirements there is now a lakeshore lot average setback, 

and there were some non-conforming uses that were amended. 

 

Minutes: 

 

Ms. Brockway made a motion to approve the minutes from August 2, 2017 as corrected.  Mr. 

Beach supported the motion and it carried with a unanimous voice vote (6 yes votes). 

 

Adjournment: 

 

At 8:01 p.m. Mr. Hoffman moved to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Gerathy supported the motion 

and it carried with a unanimous voice vote. (6 yes votes) 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Mr. David Gerathy, Vice Chairperson 

DG/cas 


