
 
 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF HIGHLAND 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

January 15, 2014 
 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m.  
 
ROLL CALL:   Margie Brockway, Chairperson  

  Mary Michaels, Secretary 
  Eugene Beach 
  Robert Hoffman 
  David Gerathy 
  Jacob Probe 
   
  Candace Sereno, Recording Secretary 

 
Visitors:     4 Visitors 

     11  Students 
                  
 
Ms. Michaels took the roll call and stated that there was not a full board present. Ms. 
Brockway, the Chairperson, welcomed those present and explained the procedure to address 
the Board. Ms. Brockway informed the applicant that four affirmative votes are required to 
approve a motion. 
 
 
New Business: 
 

1.           CASE NUMBER:                    13-24                                                                        
              COMPLAINT #:                                      NONE                             
              ZONING:                                                 LV    
              PARCEL #:                                              11-12-151-011     
              PROPERTY ADDRESS:                         4041 Flynn Dr.     
              APPLICANT:                                          Childs, Lauren C.   
              OWNER:                                                  Same   
              ORDINANCE SECTION:                       9.02.B (1), 9.02.D    
              VARIANCE REQUESTED:                   25.62 ft. variance for the front yard 
                                                                               setback from 30 ft. to 4.38 ft. 
                                                                               42.05 ft. variance for the east ordinary 
                                                                               high water mark from 65 ft. to 22.95 ft. 
                                                                               37.63 ft. variance for the west ordinary  

 high water mark from 65 ft. to 27.63 ft.  
                                                                               This variance is for a home addition. 
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Discussion from the Applicant:  
 
Ms. Lauren Childs, owner and applicant of 4041 Flynn Dr. was present and brought a letter 
of support.  Ms. Brockway read the letter of support from Ms. Childs’ neighbor. The letter of 
support was from their only neighbor, Dax Fuller, 4075 Flynn Dr.  Ms. Joan Martin, the 
contractor, 808 Atlantic St., Milford was also present in support of Ms. Childs.     
 
 
Discussion from the Board: 
 
Mr. Hoffman stated that this was a typical scenario of a former cottage being renovated into a 
permanent home and that he did not have a problem with the variance request. 
 
Mr. Beach stated that it is a tight property for an addition.  Ms. Brockway agreed that it was 
very tight.  The drive goes over a man-made causeway.  Mr. Beach expressed concern over 
traveling down Flynn Dr. and the possibility of on-coming traffic.  He also explained that 
once he got down the road and was trying to maneuver around the stakes that are in place for 
the addition and he felt that it was very tight to turn around.  It is a unique piece of property 
that is surrounded by water on three sides.  Mr. Beach also pointed out that if you look at the 
elevation, the septic is higher.  Oakland County Health Department could have a problem 
with adding a bedroom.  Their requirement is 1/3 acre per bedroom for septic field, now they 
are adding 440 sq. ft. to the home and it has to drain.  Mr. Beach explained that although he 
has concern, he is not sure it is enough to not grant a variance.   
 
Ms. Childs explained that with the addition there would still be enough room to park 4 cars 
on the property.  She affirmed that maneuvering around is not a problem once you are aware.   
 
Ms. Michaels asked the applicant when they purchased the home and what the reason is for 
the addition.  Ms. Childs stated that they purchased the home in the fall of 2010 and the 
reason for the addition is a desire for a first floor bedroom for company and for themselves 
upon retirement.  Ms. Michaels expressed concern that it is very tight on the property and she 
is concerned that the decision made with the variance is on the life of the property.  Right 
now the Childs’ know the property, have small cars and have a good relationship with their 
neighbors but not everyone possibly moving in in the future will have these things.   
 
Mr. Hoffman mentioned that he is not opposed to this and he feels that it is not the ZBA’s 
concern with who is parking where and wanted to point out that lake people think a little 
different than people who live in subdivisions.  Their houses are close and the whole idea is 
about being on a lake.  Mr. Beach agreed that it is a different culture. Mr. Hoffman feels that 
this would be a nice addition. Mr. Beach reminded everyone that this setback has a purpose 
to protect the environment, avoid sewage problems and avoid run-off issues.   
 
Ms. Brockway explained that she wouldn’t think it was that unreasonable if it just weren’t so 
tight there and turning around.  Ms. Brockway stated that just driving down Flynn was 
stressful.  Ms. Childs explained that it was not as trying for people that are familiar with the 
property. Mr. Hoffman stated that they couldn’t build the house that is there now without 
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granting some variances.  Ms. Michaels responded that maybe the variances wouldn’t be 
granted now to build the original house.  Mr. Hoffman felt that this is a platted lot and taxes 
being paid and they would likely get to build a home. 
 
Ms. Michaels cited some of the other cases in front of the ZBA that were denied because 
their addition was too close to the road.  Mr. Hoffman acknowledged this, but it was because 
cars would be parked so close to the road.  Ms. Michaels felt it was the exact same point, but 
Mr. Hoffman said that this is different because they are parking on their private property.  
Mr. Beach stated that it is a private road.  Ms. Brockway questioned what happens when a 
car is coming in and meets a car that is coming out.  Ms. Childs stated that one car has to 
back up.  It is a community judgment as to who backs up or is further along and she feels that 
it is part of the charm and adventure of the property.  
 
Mr. Arthur Budds, 4793 Hickory, was present and in support of Ms. Childs.  Mr. Budds used 
to grade the road and snowplow the road.  He explained that when you are used to the road 
there is room to enter, turn around and exit the road.  
  
 
Motion: 
 
Mr. Hoffman moved in Case No. 13-24, parcel #11-12-151-011, owner and applicant, Lauren 
C. Childs, to grant variances from Ordinance Section 9.02.B (1), 9.02.D to grant a 25.62 ft. 
variance for the front yard setback from 30 ft. to 4.38 ft. if this variance is needed.  To grant a 
42.05 ft. variance for the east ordinary high water mark from 65 ft. to 22.95 ft. And to grant a 
37.63 ft. variance for the west ordinary high water mark from 65 ft. to 27.63 ft.  This 
variance is for a home addition per plans submitted.   
 
The following facts and findings are in support of the motion as follows: 
 

• This is an existing lot of record improved with a single family home.  
• The lot is on the southern tip of what was once an island in Duck Lake but is now 

connected by a causeway to the northern shoreline and access is by Flynn Dr. that 
passes over the shoreline. 

• The property is relatively flat and averages only one or two feet above the normal 
high water mark of Duck Lake. 

• Impact on the surrounding properties will be minimal since there is only one other 
property in the immediate vicinity directly to the north and the view of that is 
shielded by both an existing shed and tree line. 

• The proposed setbacks from the water are not out of line of those existing on Flynn 
Dr. nor does it vary from the overall character or nature of the neighborhood. 

• The applicant is cautioned that Oakland County Health Department will have the final 
say on the home addition in regards to septic issues.   

  
Mr. Beach supported and the motion carried with a roll call vote: Beach-yes; Gerathy-yes; 
Michaels-no; Probe-no; Hoffman-yes; Brockway-yes. (4 yes votes & 2 no votes) 
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Minutes: 
 
Ms. Michaels moved to approve the minutes of November 20, 2013 as corrected.  Mr. 
Gerathy supported and the motion carried with a unanimous voice vote (6 yes votes). 
 
Discussion: 
 
Ms. Brockway moved to nominate Ms. Mary Michaels for Vice-Chairperson.  Mr. Hoffman 
supported and the motion carried with a unanimous voice vote (6 yes votes). 
 
Ms. Brockway moved to nominate Mr. Jacob Probe for Secretary.  Mr. Gerathy supported 
and the motion carried with a unanimous voice vote (6 yes votes). 
 
Ms. Michaels moved to nominate Ms. Margie Brockway for Chairperson.  Mr. Hoffman 
supported and the motion carried with a unanimous voice vote (6 yes votes). 
 
Mr. Beach explained to the students present the Zoning Ordinance in Highland Township and 
the role of the Zoning Board of Appeals. 
 
Adjournment: 
 
At 8:20 p.m. Ms. Michaels moved to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Probe supported and the 
motion carried with a unanimous voice vote (6 yes votes). 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Ms. Mary Michaels, Secretary 
MM/cs 


