
 

Highland Township Planning Commission 

Record of the 1329
th

 Meeting  

Highland Township Auditorium 

February 1, 2018 

 

 

Roll Call: 

Michael Wiza, Chairperson 

Eugene H. Beach, Jr. 

Mary Pat Chynoweth 

Chris Gostek  

Scott Green (absent) 

Beth Lewis 

Roscoe Smith  

Jeffrey Stander  

Scott Temple 

 

Also Present: 

Elizabeth J. Corwin, PE, AICP – Planning Director 

Julie Kabalka, Recording Secretary 

 

Visitors: 10 

 

Mr. Wiza, the Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

 

 

Work Session: 

 

Agenda Item #1:  

Parcel #:   11-01-376-003 

Zoning:     R-3, Single Family Residential (3 acres) 

Address:   5061 N. Duck Lake Rd. 

File #:        PZLU 18-001 

Applicant:  Schmitz, Claudia 

Owner:       Huron Valley School District 

Request:     Temporary Use – Outdoor Tent Sale 

  

Mr. Gostek introduced the request for Temporary Use for Outdoor Tent Sale for 

Parcel # 11-01-376-003, zoned R-3 Single Family Residential. This is a request for 

Community Sharing’s annual garage sales held in April and September which is now 

being relocated to the building owned by the Huron Valley School District at 5061 

North Duck Lake Road. This request is similar to the past special use granted for 

sales at the Apollo school property.  
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Mr. Gostek moved to approve the special use request for Parcel #11-01376-003 for 

reoccurring garage sales on the Huron Valley School District property located at 5061 

North Duck Lake Road with similar signage used as in the past and any changes 

needing to be brought back to the Planning Department for preapproval. Mrs. 

Chynoweth supported and the motion carried with the following vote:  Wiza – yes, 

Beach – yes, Chynoweth – yes, Gostek – yes, Lewis – yes, Smith – yes, Stander – 

yes, Temple – yes (8 yes votes). 

 

Agenda Item #2:  

Parcel #:   11-13-455-003 & 11-13-455-008 

Zoning:     C-2, General Commercial 

Address:   2933 E. Highland Rd. 

File #:        PZLU 18-002 

Applicant:  McDunn, Michael C. 

Owner:       McDunn Weal, LLC 

Request:     Temporary Outdoor Promotional Event 

  

Mr. Stander introduced the request for a Temporary Outdoor Promotional Event to be 

held at the Weal Inn on March 17, 2018. This request is for a 30’x50’ enclosed fire 

proof tent to house a band, bar service, and 8 stand up cocktail tables. A Michigan 

Liquor License is being obtained so alcohol can be served in the tent. The Fire 

Marshall and Sheriff’s Department have reviewed the permit application and worked 

with the applicant to refine the plan. The event will run from 1 p.m. until 2 a.m., 

although the hours for the band will be subject to conditions of approval of a nuisance 

exception permit to be sought from the Township Board at their February 14, 2018 

meeting. 

 

Planning Commission members expressed concern about the parking situation, and 

discussing possible shuttle busses or offsite parking.  The Planning Commission 

members agreed that additional parking will be provided on Poplar Street and parking 

spaces at nearby businesses, given the understanding that the Sheriff’s department 

will monitor the situation throughout the day and intervene if parking becomes a 

problem. The applicant will provide signed letters of permission from these 

businesses prior to the event. 

 

Mr. Beach moved to approve the Temporary Outdoor Promotional Event on Parcel 

#11-01-376-003 to permit a St. Patrick’s Day party at the Weal Inn utilizing 

additional parking and an enclosed tent with the understanding that noise issues need 

to go before the Board of Trustees and letters of permission need to be submitted to 

the Township from businesses granting use of their parking spaces on event day. Mr. 

Stander supported and the motion carried with the following vote:  Wiza – yes, Beach 

– yes, Chynoweth – yes, Gostek – yes, Lewis – yes, Smith – yes, Stander – yes, 

Temple – yes (8 yes votes). 

  



Highland Township Planning Commission page 3 of 5 

February 1, 2018 

Agenda Item #3:  

Feedback and Discussion for Action Plan Resulting from  

Strategic Initiatives Joint Meeting on January 18, 2018 

 

The Planning Commission was in agreement that they wished the Joint Meeting 

would have been an opportunity for back and forth discussion with the Board and the 

ZBA. Commissioners felt that the meeting was biased and catered to The Red Poppy 

in their quest to gain approval for a Bed & Breakfast or conference facility. They felt 

it was unfortunate that the discussion was so one sided and more diverse voices were 

not included. It was determined that another meeting should be requested with the 

Board and ZBA in which the Planning Commission would be responsible for creating 

the agenda and running the meeting.  

 

The Planning Commission briefly addressed a few vacant parcels on North and South 

Milford Roads where the property owners have expressed concern that their 

marketing efforts are stymied by what they perceive as restrictive zoning. 

 

Many residents of Harvey Lake Estates were present to express their concern over not 

knowing that a joint meeting had been scheduled and that The Red Poppy was a topic 

of discussion. They expressed concern that if the Township grants permission to The 

Red Poppy to continue running a business it will impact their lake living negatively. 

The residents said the noise level is a nuisance and voices carry across the lake. They 

have inquired with other agencies as to whether appropriate approvals were in place 

for operation of a conference center, and asked what approvals would be required of 

the Township. The Planning Commission answered that there is not a clear path for 

approval, and it is likely that new ordinances would be needed if the Township chose 

to allow this use in any residential district.  There would be opportunities for public 

input during the drafting of any ordinance, and for any special use approval for this 

specific parcel.  The process would easily take 9 months or longer. 

 

Mr. Wiza introduced a letter from Mr. Dennis Wilson, President (on behalf of Board 

of Trustees) Harvey Lake Estates Subdivision Association, asking that immediate 

enforcement action be initiated.  

 

 

Agenda Item #4:  

Discussion of West Highland Micro-Area Analysis 

                            (Tabled:  9/1/16, 10/20/16, 1/19/17, 6/1/17, 7/20/17, 10/19/17) 

  

Ms. Corwin began the discussion of West Highland Micro-Area Analysis, sharing an 

email from Mr. Stevenson expressing his desire to bring the study to conclusion. The 

body of the study is complete, yet further discussion is needed regarding mapping.  

 

A new Master Land Use Classification for “Open Space Commercial” was discussed 

that would provide space for low intensity commercial activity requiring minimal 
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hardscape improvements. A use list was compiled of possible endeavors such as: golf 

driving range, BMX track, landscape or nursery business, paint ball, open storage of 

boats, recreational vehicles and dealership inventory of automobiles, equestrian 

arenas and sport fields. This use classification would provide a transition between 

non-residential and residential uses, and accompanying zoning classification could be 

mapped where there are impediments to residential development such as pipelines 

and utilities, environmental contamination, high volume traffic and the like.   

 

A consensus was reached as to the extent of the mapping changes for the Master Land 

Use map.  The Planning Commission would not initiate zoning changes at this time, 

but would begin work on the Zoning District language so that others could initiate 

rezoning requests. 

 

  

Agenda Item #5: Committee Updates 

Zoning Board of Appeals:  

   Township Board: 

   Highland Downtown Development Authority: 

   Parks/Recreation and Pathways: 

   Planning Director’s Update: 

    

Updates were given by Committee liaisons. 

 

 

Agenda Item #6: Minutes:   November 2, 2017 

 

Mrs. Chynoweth moved to approve the minutes from November 2, 2017 with the 

correction of the square footage for The Red Poppy being 7,700 square foot. Mr. 

Gostek supported and the motion carried with the following voice vote: Wiza – yes, 

Beach – yes, Chynoweth – yes, Gostek – yes, Lewis – yes, Smith – yes, Stander – 

yes, Temple – yes (8 yes votes).  

 

 

Discussion: 

 

Ms. Corwin explained that there were new owners for the McDonald’s on Milford 

and Highland Road and that they have requested minor modification to the site plan 

that was submitted and approved in 2016. Changes include additional floor area and 

seating in the front of the restaurant, extended sidewalk to Milford Road, a larger 

cooler, and modernization of the building. 

 

Mr. Beach moved to authorize the Planning Consulting staff to accept the amended 

site plan as approved, while ensuring the original landscape plan is upheld. Mr. 

Gostek supported and the motion carried with the following vote: Wiza – yes, Beach 
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– yes, Chynoweth – yes, Gostek – yes, Lewis – yes, Smith – yes, Stander – yes, 

Temple – yes (8 yes votes). 

Mr. Temple discussed the removal of trees along Highland Road near Szott M59 

Dodge and the need to re-landscape this area. 

 

At 9:35 p.m. Mr. Wiza entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Temple 

moved to adjourn. Mr. Gostek supported and the motion carried with a unanimous 

voice vote (8 yes votes). 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

A.Roscoe Smith, Secretary 

 

ARS/jk 
 


