
Highland Township Planning Commission 
Record of the 1274th Meeting  

Highland Township Auditorium 
May 16, 2013 

 
 
Roll Call: 
Michael Wiza, Chairperson 
Eugene H. Beach, Jr. 
Chris Gostek 
John Stewart 
Patricia Hamlin 
Scott Temple, absent 
Russ Tierney, absent 
John Miller 
Roscoe Smith 
 
Also Present: 
Beth Corwin, Planning and Development Director 
Karen Beardsley, Recording Secretary 
 
Visitors:  1 
 
 
Mr. Wiza, the Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Work Session: 
 
Agenda Item #1: Parcel #: 11-24-126-013 
   Zoning: C-2 
   Address: 2880 E. Highland Road 
   File #:  SPR 13-03 / PZLU-13-0011 
   Request:  Request for Temporary Land Use Permit 
   Applicant: USA Fireworks 
   Owner: Kalabat Development Group, Inc. 
 
Mr. Smith reviewed the request and paperwork, and had additional questions that were 
answered by Mr. Brian Whitaker, a representative for USA Fireworks.  Mr. Smith stated 
that these clarifications should be added to the site plan; this can be done 
administratively.  These items include:  Hours of operation: 10AM-10PM; Staff on-site 
24 hours; signage will be limited to banners on tent; no loudspeakers or music; Toilet 
facilities for staff; designated parking; no outside storage; existing mail dropboxes will 
not be blocked for public drop-off or USPS pickup; setbacks should be shown. 
 
Mr. Smith moved to approve Agenda Item #1, Temporary Land Use Permit by USA 
Fireworks, subject to review by staff for inclusion of items discussed.  Mr. Beach 
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supported and the motion carried with a roll call vote:  Miller-yes; Beach-yes; Gostek-
yes; Wiza-yes; Smith-yes; Stewart-yes; Hamlin-yes. 
 
 
Agenda Item #2: Master Plan Review 
 
Mrs. Corwin introduced this item by reviewing a summary of past discussions.  The 
Planning Commission has repeatedly determined that the future land use map is still 
appropriate, and that there has been no pressing need to amend the Master Plan 
documents.  She also reminded the Planning Commission that other projects have taken 
precedence, but now we have time and staff capacity if we wish to revisit the master plan. 
However, since the population is stable and there is little development pressure, it will be 
a particular challenge to engage the public. 
 
Mr. Beach stated that the summary memo documenting trends and recent economic 
effects should suffice as an official introduction and conclusion of the Planning 
Commission’s review of the Master Plan.  He suggested formatting it appropriately as an 
amendment to the master plan, and include as an agenda item to be approved at the next 
meeting.  Mrs. Corwin also suggested that adoption of the recent consolidated map could 
be included as well. 
 
Mr. Beach moved that staff be directed to revise the background memo and present it at 
the June 20, 2013 Planning Commission meeting for formal adoption together with recent 
consolidated map.  Mr. Gostek supported and the motion carried with a unanimous voice 
vote (7 yes votes).   
 
 
Agenda Item #3 Committee Updates 
 
 Zoning Board of Appeals 
 Township Board 
 Highland Downtown Development Authority 
 Parks and Recreation 
 
 
Agenda Item 4: Minutes of April 18, 2013 
 
Mrs. Hamlin moved to approve the Minutes of April 18, 2013 as corrected.  Supported by 
Mr. Miller and the motion carried with a unanimous voice vote (7 yes votes).   
 
 
Mr. Beach brought up an idea that he recently proposed to Mr. Hamill.  He is proposing 
an Historical Marker Committee that might be made up of DDA members, historical 
society members, property owners, etc.  It could be sponsored by the township (who 
could hold easements for markers) and could determine criteria for, nominate, prioritize, 
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and organize fundraising and appropriate language for additional informational historical 
markers; research and document the history.  Perhaps this could involve high school 
civics programs, scout programs, etc. 
 
 
The Information Note was reviewed and discussed. 
 
Regarding Mr. Zaryczny, he would like a decision on his request to waive the sidewalks 
required on his property.  He has deposited a cash bond as a performance guarantee, but 
would like to defer the improvement until the future.  Mr. Stewart recommended that he 
install the sidewalk now; adding that the ZBA would have to make a determination to 
waive without hardship.  Mr. Smith noted that there is a hard-worn footpath there 
indicating that there is heavy foot traffic and would warrant a sidewalk.   
 
Mr. Beach moved to add Mr. Zaryczny’s request to the June 20, 2013 meeting and cancel 
the June 6, 2013 Planning Commission Meeting.  Mr. Miller supported and the motion 
carried with a unanimous voice vote (7 yes votes). 
 
At 8:25, Mr. Beach moved to adjourn the meeting with Mr. Miller supporting. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Secretary 
 
 
 
A. Roscoe Smith 
 
ARS/kb 
 


