
Highland Township Planning Commission 
Record of the 1285th Meeting  

Highland Township Auditorium 
April 17, 2014 

 
 
Roll Call: 
Michael Wiza, Chairperson 
Eugene H. Beach, Jr. 
Chris Gostek 
Patricia Hamlin 
Scott Temple 
Russ Tierney 
Roscoe Smith 
 
Also Present: 
Lisa G. Burkhart, AICP – Zoning Administrator 
Julie Kabalka, Recording Secretary 
 
Absent: 
Scott Green 
Jeffrey Stander 
Elizabeth J. Corwin, PE, AICP – Planning Director 
 
Visitors: 16 
 
Mr. Wiza, the Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 7:32 p.m. 
 
Work Sessions: 
 
Agenda Item #1:   Parcel #:      11-07-300-015 
 Zoning:        ARR 
 Address:      3330 N. Tipsico Lake Rd. 
 File #:           URSA14-02, SPR 14-05 (IR) 
 Applicant:    Claudia Antoun for Tele-Site 
 Owner:         Charlick, Eugene 
 
Mrs. Hamlin introduced the proposed 175’ monopole (cell tower) at Tipsico Lake 
Road on land owned by Mr. Eugene Charlick.  Ms. Claudia Antoun with Tele-Site 
and Mr. Doug Webber with Verizon Wireless were present to address any questions 
or concerns.  
 
Ms. Antoun assured all standards were exceeded or met for the monopole, including 
the ability for collocation that would increase coverage for Verizon customers. This 
pole will be located in a 100 x 100 leased area, 1,000 feet from the road and the 
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compound will be surrounded with evergreen shrubbery to shield site and also 
perform as a natural buffer for sound. 
 
Mr. Temple, employed by a competitor of Verizon Wireless, recused himself from 
the discussion.  
 
Mr. Gostek sought and received clarification that this pole was exclusively for 
Verizon coverage at this time. 
 
 Mrs. Hamlin moved to set a public hearing on requested special use of site for 
proposed monopole for the May 15, 2014 meeting. Mr. Beach supported and the 
motion carried with a roll call vote: Wiza – yes, Beach – yes, Gostek – yes, Hamlin – 
yes, Tierney – yes, Smith – yes, (6 yes votes). 
 
Mrs. Hamlin moved to table site plan review until the May 15, 2014 meeting. Mr. 
Beach supported and the motion carried with a roll call vote: Wiza – yes, Beach – 
yes, Gostek – yes, Hamlin – yes, Tierney – yes, Smith – yes, (6 yes votes). 
 
 
Agenda Item #2: Z-004 Text Amendments 
 
Mrs. Burkhart introduced proposed technical amendments to the Zoning Ordinance 
including all amendments discussed since November 2013, formatted and ready for 
review. A memorandum to Planning Commission members from Elizabeth J. Corwin, 
P.E., AICP dated April 17, 2014 was distributed. Topics briefly discussed: Medical 
Marihuana, Defining Pet Day Care (clearly indicating overnight activity if any), 
Using Percentage of Lot Coverage vs Floor Area Ratio to determine acceptable 
building size.  Mrs. Burkhart requested members read through the memorandum and 
make any suggestions, additions and changes to be addressed at a future meeting. 
 
Mr. Wiza moved to table Technical Amendments, Z-004, until the May 1 or May 15, 
2014 meeting. Mr. Tierney supported and the motion carried with a roll call vote: 
Wiza – yes, Beach – yes, Gostek – yes, Hamlin – yes, Temple – yes, Tierney – yes, 
Smith – yes, (7 yes votes). 
 
 
Agenda Item #3: Committee Updates 
   Zoning Board of Appeals: 
   Township Board: 
   Highland Downtown Development Authority: 
   Parks and Recreation: 
 
Committee updates were presented by the liaisons. 
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Agenda Item #4: Minutes:   April 3, 2014 
 
Mrs. Hamlin moved to approve the minutes for April 3, 2014 meeting, with date 
correction on page headers noted. Second by Mr. Beach. Motion carried by 
unanimous voice vote (7 yes votes). 
 
Discussion: 
 
Mr. Temple expressed concern with regard to the Streetscape Development Project 
and who would be taking responsibility and liability for new sidewalks. His 
understanding is that the homeowner is to keep walkways clear and safe and if any 
repairs need to be made it would be at the homeowner’s expense. Mr. Beach felt that 
the addition of sidewalks does not directly benefit property owners and puts the 
responsibility on unwilling participants.  Sidewalks are placed in the road right of 
way not on the owners land. Mrs. Burkhart stated that past litigation shifted liability 
to municipalities; however, municipalities can enact ordinances to shift maintenance 
responsibility to the property owner.  The ordinance is available for review that 
addresses those issues. 
 
Proposed agenda was reviewed and it was decided to add text amendments to the 
May 1, 2014 meeting.  At this time the definition of Right to Farm Act needs to be 
discussed and also Mrs. Burkhart mentioned Mrs. Jean Haines felt generators should 
be discussed at a Planning meeting to clarify variances and if it should still be treated 
as accessory structures, like a shed. 
 
At 8:16 p.m. Mr. Beach moved to adjourn the meeting. Mrs. Hamlin supported and 
the motion carried with a unanimous voice vote (7 yes votes). 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
A.Roscoe Smith, Secretary 
 
ARS/jk 
 
 
 


